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This summer, I went to Disneyland for the first 
time. I’ve spent much of my 
life having people be shocked 
at the fact that no—I had 
never been to Disneyland. Not 
when I was a kid, and not as 
a teenager. When a coworker 
asked about my vacation and I 
told him I went to Disneyland 
for the first time, he replied 
(jokingly, I think) “Did your 
parents not love you as a child?”
Disneyland has this strange 
magic about it that always 
confused me. It’s an amusement 
park themed after children’s 
movies. I loved Disney movies, 
and amusement parks are fun, but 
I never really had a strong desire 
to go to the “Happiest Place on 
Earth,” even when I was young.
Don’t get me wrong—I was 
excited to go, and I had a fantastic 
time. I ran from ride to ride 
with my boyfriend, planning the 
whole day around fast passes and 
line lengths. It was exhausting, 
but great. We were lucky, too, 
since it was a Monday and, even 
though it seemed very busy, it 
was apparently quite slow. We did 
Space Mountain four times! We 
had an absolute blast. However—
and I do think the memories 
were very worth it, but this can’t 
be ignored—it was also $125 
Canadian per person just to get in.
That’s what I find kind of 
baffling about the whole thing, 
ignoring the glorification of 
the place itself. Many families 
don’t have the money to go to 
Disneyland, either by car or by 
plane, pay for accommodations, 
and pay for passes. It’s not 
fair to expect parents who are 
working their asses off to support 
their families to also be able to 
go on extravagant vacations. 
And even if there is enough 
disposable income to make it 
possible, there are usually better 
ways to use that money, and 
much cheaper ways to still have 
very fun family vacations.
This isn’t to take anything 
away from parents who take 
their kids to Disneyland or 
Disneyworld. My aunt and uncle 
did a full road trip with their 
three kids recently, and they all 
had an amazing time and were 
filled with stories and advice 
when I told them about my 
upcoming trip. Just like them, 
I’ll never forget the memories I 
made with my boyfriend at it and 
California Adventure. This is just 
a defence of those adults who 
can’t find it in their budgets to 
take their whole families to the 
bottom of the US, no matter 
how much they love them.
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New West Firefighters 
Charitable Society
Looking for a way to pay off 
tuition without the hassle of 
student loan services? Look 
no further. Recently, the New 
Westminster Firefighters 
Charitable Society donated 
$1,000 to Douglas endowment 
funds. This donation came to 
fruition thanks to the people at 
the society who care about their 
local citizens receiving a solid 
education. 
Glen Bailey, president of 
the local Firefighters Charitable 
Society, explained the decision 
process behind choosing 
Douglas.
“We made a donation several 
years ago for the New West 
Firefighters bursary,” Bailey 
commented. “Jennifer from the 
[Douglas bursary] foundation 
contacted us and explained 
that, due to the cost of living, 
the bursary money wasn’t 
donating as much as they would 
have liked, so she provided us 
with some options. [We could 
either] add a lot of money to the 
bursary, or join up with the New 
Westminster 150th celebration 
bursary for Douglas students. 
We decided as a group to join 
the city’s bursary so more money 
could be gifted out.”
This additional push 
brought the overall total beyond 
$32,000. According to the New 
Westminster Record, since the 
early 2000s, the charitable 
society has assisted over a dozen 
students who took courses at 
either campus. Bailey shared his 
words of encouragement to those 
select few who receive any sort of 
bursary in the future. 
“Keep working hard and 
make sure you’re achieving your 
goals as far as education goes,” 
Bailey added. “All we really want 
is for anyone who receives this 
to give it their all while having 
a good education. I went to 
Douglas College myself straight 
out of high school, and I know 
Douglas is a fantastic educational 
facility.”
The Firefighters Charitable 
Society began in 1990 with 
the dream of giving back to 
the community members who 
needed it most. Since the start 
of it all, the team of firefighters 
has been able to donate money 
and time back into the city 
they love. Through various 
fundraising activities such as the 
annual tree-chipping event, the 
bi-annual hockey game against 
Canucks alumni, and multiple 
car washes and barbecues, 
the society is proud to have 
donated over $100,000 to the 
Christmas Hamper Program, 
$20,000 to the Inner City School 
Lunch Program, and $20,000 in 
bursaries. 
Looking towards the future, 
Bailey has high hopes for future 
collaborations between the 
Firefighter’s Charitable Society 
and the college. 
“Our group is really excited 
to work with Douglas, seeing 
that the college started in New 
Westminster and has a big 
campus,” Bailey explained.
“We’re always looking 
to work with new people in 
partnerships, and we’re really big 
on educational opportunities. If 
we can help the students, we are 
always looking for a chance to.”
The Joyce Family Foundation
Additionally, Douglas College 
has received $250,000 for new 
bursaries. This overwhelming 
donation, provided by The Joyce 
Family Foundation, will help 
many Douglas students achieve 
their academic goals without 
financial insecurity dragging 
them down. Ronald Joyce, a 
Canadian entrepreneur known 
for investing in Tim Hortons, 
has turned his sights towards 
Douglas College, hoping to make 
someone’s life a little easier. Just 
like he guided the coffee chain’s 
growth and success across the 
country, Joyce wishes to bring 
about success through the 
bursaries students will receive on 
his foundation’s behalf.
“The newly-established Joyce 
Family Foundation Bursary will 
remove the financial barrier of 
attending 
post-
secondary 
education for 
three first-
year students 
each year,” 
explained 
Hazel Postma, 
Associate Vice 
President of 
Advancement 
and Alumni 
Relations, in a 
press release.
“In 
addition to 
the $3,000 bursary, which will 
cover almost all their first-year 
expenses, the recipients will 
also gain valuable support and 
skills through participation in a 
student-leadership group.”
The college hopes for 
its bursary recipients to set 
themselves up for success by 
becoming more involved in 
extracurricular activities. In 
order to be eligible for the 
bursaries set to roll out in the Fall 
2017 semester, students must be 
enrolled full-time in any select 
program, and participate in the 
Student Leadership Community 
of Practice. 
“We wanted to make sure 
high-school graduates were 
able to attend Douglas College 
regardless of their financial 
situation,” Postma added. 
“We are 
extremely 
grateful to The 
Joyce Family 
Foundation 
and its 
trustees for 
this generous 
gift and 
opportunity 
they have 
provided to 
the youth 
in our 
community.”
Thanks 
to Douglas 
College officials who reached 
out to the Joyce Foundation, 
students straight out of high 
school will also be eligible, a first 
at the college. According to its 
website, The Joyce Foundation 
seeks to support the well-being 
of Canadian children and youth 
in hopes to develop them into 
independent, responsible, and 
well-rounded individuals. 
“The Joyce Family 
Foundation is pleased to provide 
this support to Douglas College 
students,” said Joyce. “Their 
drive, together with their 
post-secondary education and 
training, will allow them to 
follow their dreams.”
Bountiful bursaries for Douglas students
 Local and national organizations lend a hand to ever-growing college
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
All we really want 
is for anyone who 
receives this to 
give it their all 
while having a 
good education.
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Concordia has partnered with the United Nations (UN) 
to offer a Massive Open Online 
Course (MOOC) this fall, not 
only to Concordia students, but 
to students around the world.
The course, entitled “Wicked 
Problems, Dynamic Solutions: 
The Ecosystem Approach and 
Systems Thinking,” educates 
students on ecosystems and 
conservation theories, said Peter 
Stoett, director of the Loyola 
Sustainability Research Centre.
“[The course] is an 
attempt to give widespread 
access to a course that teaches 
people some really necessary 
concepts and case studies 
related to the survival of future 
generations,” said Stoett.
The online course is 
free and available to anyone 
around the world as a part of 
the UN’s objective to make 
this course accessible to as 
many people as possible.
“The focus of the course, as 
the title implies, is on systems 
thinking and the ecosystem 
approach,” said Rebecca 
Tittler, coordinator of the 
Loyola College for Diversity 
and Sustainability. “Systems 
thinking involves consideration 
of the various components of 
a system and the interactions 
between components.”
Tittler was on the core 
development team for the 
MOOC. She said the course 
discusses how to resolve colossal 
issues that result from climate 
change, ocean acidification, 
biodiversity loss, deforestation, 
and forest degradation.
Stoett has connections 
with the UN, having previously 
worked with them, which 
prompted the United Nations 
Environment Program to contact 
Stoett for the opportunity to 
create this course at Concordia.
Robert Beauchemin, 
CEO of KnowledgeOne, the 
company in charge of developing 
Concordia’s online courses, 
described the MOOC as a web-
based platform. Beauchemin 
said the course is accessible 
through any web browser 
available on any computer, 
tablet, and mobile device.
“The main reason we do 
that is because more people in 
Africa have cell phones than 
laptops and in Asia, as well,” 
said Stoett. “You don’t need a 
computer to take this course 
in a day and age when almost 
everyone—even really low 
income groups—has telephones.”
According to Stoett, the 
MOOC will be a part of the 
blended learning course, 
which will be offered under 
the Department of Geography, 
intended as a course for first-
year geography students.
Stoett said he believes the 
MOOC would be interesting to 
recent high school graduates, 
students mostly in the southern 
hemisphere, students who are 
entering university, and students 
who cannot afford university or 
live in a country where university 
is not a well-developed system.
“We have really tried to hit 
a global note with this—many 
of the case studies we used 
(and) many of the videos we 
used are from Africa, quite a 
few from Asia, and some from 
Latin America,” said Stoett. 
“It’s definitely worldwide.”
 New course aims to teach ecosystems and conservation theories to people around the world 
Concordia partners with United Nations 
to launch free online course
Savanna Craig
The Concordian
Having an issue with a professor? Perhaps with 
the college? Feel mistreated on 
campus? Sometimes, college life 
has its downfalls. Thankfully, 
Douglas College has its own 
ombudsperson to help.
An ombudsperson 
works to advise and support 
someone through a formal 
complaint process; however, 
an ombudsperson should not 
be confused with a lawyer.
Douglas’ ombudsperson is 
autonomous from the college and 
the student union, and is housed 
in the Douglas Student Union.
Tracy Ho, who also serves 
as the College Relations 
and Membership Outreach 
Coordinator at the DSU, works as 
Douglas’ ombudsperson. When 
she was hired at Douglas in May 
2012, she was asked by the 2012 
student representatives to take on 
the role of ombudsperson while 
they tried to figure out what would 
happen with the position. She 
has held the position ever since.
The position, according to 
DSU bylaw, is usually meant to be 
held by students who represent 
the DSU. However, this became 
problematic. Students elected 
as DSU representatives serve 
in their positions for a year. 
The amount of formal training 
required of the ombudsperson 
took up such a large amount 
of time that a student’s term 
would be nearing completion 
by the time it was complete.
Ho was an appealing 
person for the position, with 
her experience on educational 
and grade appeal panels 
at other post-secondary 
institutions being an asset.
Ho is not a lawyer or a 
councillor. Rather, she helps 
students look through their 
options for their case. She gives 
support, advice, and guidance. 
If a student decides to launch 
a formal complaint against the 
college, or a college entity, she 
offers to accompany the student 
through the process. This can 
involve helping the student 
gather supporting documents, 
attending meetings with the 
student, offering to take notes 
so that the student may focus 
on what they need to say, and 
to offering support in any way 
she can. She works with appeals 
lasting from anywhere from a 
few weeks, up to over a year.
“How I see the role of 
the ombudsperson is to be 
here to provide support and 
advice to students who may 
have encountered concerns 
or issues in the classroom, in 
the college, if they’ve felt like 
they’ve been treated unfairly 
by policy,” explained Ho.
Ho has helped students work 
through a variety of problems. 
Some of the most common are 
grade appeals, concerns about 
conduct, and how accommodating 
an educational policy is. 
A challenge that Ho faces 
is balancing her responsibilities 
as the ombudsperson and her 
staff position at the DSU. 
“I think something I have 
to be very conscious of is what 
hat I have on,” said Ho. 
While she aids the student 
representatives on many 
issues, she is able to put that 
aside in order to fulfil her 
role as ombudsperson.
However, the biggest 
challenges faced by Ho is 
dealing with discrimination 
problems, and absorbing the 
stress and disappointment when 
a student doesn’t receive the 
outcome they are looking for. 
On the other hand, Ho finds 
it rewarding when a student 
gets results in their favour.
“It’s absolutely rewarding 
to see that I have been able to 
support someone so that they can 
continue their education, or are 
able to get into the class. Whatever 
it is that they were finding as a 
barrier and a challenge, helping 
them overcome that is the most 
rewarding part,” she said. 
The ombudsperson 
may be reached via email at 
ombuds@thedsu.ca or via 
phone at 604-527-5016.
 How Ombudsperson Tracy Ho is backing students
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
Douglas College’s own ombuddy
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Douglas College’s new garbage and recycling program isn’t 
wasting any time setting the tone 
for what garbage and recycling 
disposal will look like at the 
college from here onwards. 
A team of dedicated staff 
and student volunteers—led 
by Andrew Hodgson, facilities 
manager at New Westminster—
is working towards a common 
goal: educating the Douglas 
College population of how the 
new system will work. They 
can be seen in the concourse, 
near recycling bins, and 
elsewhere around campus 
in bright green shirts. 
The goal is a total of 75 
per cent waste diversion, 
meaning that only 25 per cent 
of everything Douglas College 
students will throw out will go 
into the garbage. It’s a common 
goal among universities, as 
well as the milestone that the 
City of Vancouver and other 
municipalities are trying to reach. 
It is a difficult one, however, 
with Hodgson telling the Other 
Press that similar initiatives 
elsewhere have currently 
achieved a landfill diversion 
rate of about 58 per cent. 
By far, the biggest change 
that students and staff will see is 
the addition of a new composting 
bin. It is now completely separate 
from garbage, meaning it will be 
sorted and taken to a composting 
facility, whereas before it was 
taken to the landfill, which is 
environmentally damaging, and 
generally inefficient. The addition 
of a composting bin brings the 
total bin number up to four.
Despite the efforts of staff 
and student volunteers, the 
Douglas College population 
reports a general feeling of 
confusion around the specifics of 
what goes in which bin. Where do 
straws go? Where do coffee cups 
go? Where does the metal foil of a 
yogurt container go? The problem 
that the recycling initiative is 
currently experiencing is that 
if people don’t know where 
something goes, they often revert 
back to their “safest option,” 
which is throwing things out 
into the garbage. However, with 
a 75 per cent landfill diversion 
target, this is possibly the worst 
place to throw most items. 
A campaign was made to 
smooth the transition from a 
garbage mindset to a recycling 
mindset. Coffee cups have been 
especially tricky for the new 
recycling program, and were 
reported as one of the most 
common mistakes made. “Pop 
the Top” illustrates the coffee 
cup going into a paper recycling 
bin, and the lid going into a 
mixed containers bin. The poster 
illustrates the marketing style 
of the recycling campaign well, 
with few words, visual appeal, 
and easily digestible information. 
“We really rely on good 
signage,” Hodgsons said. 
He elaborated that it’s 
especially important that the 
whole project looks professional 
and respectable, and he 
feels that the campaign has 
achieved that goal. Hopefully, 
that respect translates into 
a greater appreciation of 
the recycling process. 
Implementation has been 
considered a success, but reports 
of student confusion continue. 
Likewise, there is visual proof 
that people are still unsure 
of exactly what goes where. 
However, it is improving over 
time, and it is part of a process 
that will take many months of 
feedback, and trial and error.
 How lack of used-needle clean-up affects safety
Sharp consequences for discontinued Surrey program
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 A look at the new recycling initiative being put in place this year
Inside Douglas College’s garbage 
A public safety program, operated by Lookout 
Emergency Aid, was discontinued 
in Surrey on September 9 
due to lack of funding.
Rig Dig was a program 
that allowed for the clean-up 
and safe disposal of trash—
most importantly, used 
needles—from public spaces, 
such as streets and parks.
According to CBC, Rig 
Dig has been responsible for 
the disposal of over 21,000 
needles since April.
Over the last year, however, 
funding for the program has 
been cut drastically. While the 
program previous operated on 
$50,588, it was granted only 
$8,400 in 2015–16. Since Rig 
Dig used most of that funding 
within three months, it had 
to look to emergency funding 
to make it to September. They 
received a $4,000 emergency 
grant from Surrey Homelessness 
and Housing Society, as 
reported by the Province.
“I don’t know who is going to 
collect these discarded needles 
if we don’t,” Keir Macdonald, 
director of Lookout, told the 
Province. “We do expect a 
bit of an outcry on this.”
With the program on 
at least a temporary closure, 
residents and business owners in 
Surrey—Whalley in particular—
can expect to find more used 
needles on the streets. 
While most of the needles 
are usually found in Whalley, 
usage of opioids has become 
more widespread in Surrey 
over the previous few years, 
and used needles are being 
discarded all around the city, 
posing a broader threat. There 
is extra cause for concern with 
school being back in session.
Macdonald told the Surrey 
Now “…it’s not just the primary 
business area that we keep an 
eye on, the parks, the streets, 
we do the school areas as 
well. Without this service we 
won’t be sweeping through.”
Used needles pose a safety 
hazard due to their contact 
with the bloodstream, and 
can transmit harmful diseases 
and viruses, especially if the 
user was HIV positive.
Macdonald hopes that the 
outcry from Rig Dig ceasing to 
exist will be enough to revive 
the program. If Lookout were 
to receive more funding for Rig 
Dig over the next few months, 
there is still a possibility for the 
program to re-open next year.
Fraser Health advises those 
who encounter used needles in 
the streets not to touch them. If 
people need to dispose of them, 
they should wear gloves, and 
place the needle in a bottle or 
other container. They should 
bring it to the nearest pharmacy 
or public health unit. People can 
also call their nearest health unit 
to come dispose of the needles.
Those who come in 
unprotected contact with 
a needle should wash their 
hands immediately, try not to 
squeeze the affected area, and 
visit a health unit or clinic.
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
Jamal Al-Bayaa 
Staff Writer
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Arts
Have an idea for a story? 
 arts@theotherpress.ca
In criticism, it is important to understand the 
difference between whining 
and complaining. The 
complainer wishes to point 
out the faults in something, 
but with the intention of 
improving that thing beyond 
its current state. The whiner 
merely wishes to express 
displeasure over a perceived 
slight. With that in mind, 
I’ve noticed a lot of whining 
in regards to film remakes.
Where many are content to 
dismiss remakes out of hand, 
I am ambivalent towards the 
concept. While action favourites 
like RoboCop (1987) and Total 
Recall (1990) have been treated 
badly in redux, many remakes 
have actually outshone their 
source material in posterity. 
So, in the interest of improving 
the quality of today’s fare, we 
must mine the past for the 
ingredients to a good remake.
Few know that The Maltese 
Falcon (1941) is actually a remake 
of a remake of an adaptation 
of Dashiell Hammett’s 1929 
detective novel of the same 
name. The story was the same in 
each case, but it wasn’t until the 
advent of Film Noir’s distinctive 
shadowy visual mise-en-scène 
that it became truly iconic. The 
1941 Humphrey Bogart vehicle 
hit where the others missed 
because it was visually unique 
from anything that came before.
In the Cohen Brothers’ 
treatment of True Grit (2010), 
the 1969 John Wayne actioner 
saw a complete shift in tone, 
embodying the understated, 
casual brutality of the American 
West. It was a critical success, 
as was the 2007 remake of 3:10 
to Yuma, for much the same 
reason. A change of setting 
can also make or break a film 
retread; Oceans’ Eleven (2001) 
offered a modern-day update 
of the original heist comedy, 
and was met with critical 
acclaim—though it would be 
hard to do worse than the first.
Even John Carpenter’s 
The Thing (1982) was a remake 
of Howard Hawks’ campy 
sci-fi horror flick The Thing 
from Another World (1951). 
With 30 years of special 
effects innovation on his side, 
Carpenter gave the film a gory 
makeover, transforming it into 
an apocalyptic-arctic-tundra-
slasher film. Although it was 
out-earned at the box office 
by Steven Spielberg’s E.T., it 
survives today as a cult classic, 
widely regarded as one of the 
most horrifying experiences 
ever pressed to a film reel.
While there may be some 
truth in the assumption that 
remakes are nothing more than 
disposable Hollywood cash 
grabs, it is possible for them 
to equal—and even surpass—
their source material. All it 
takes is a director with a strong 
artistic vision, a willingness to 
depart from the themes and 
plot of the original, and the 
advantage of new technologies.
In truth, film is a business 
like any other. Hollywood 
moguls will do whatever they 
think will make the most 
money, which is fair enough. 
But you, the consumer, have 
the ultimate voting power in 
your wallet. If you wish to 
avoid all remakes on principle, 
then by all means do so. Just 
remember that not every film 
can be conveniently filed 
away according to category for 
ease of dismissal. Remake or 
otherwise, it is better to judge 
films on their own merits, 
rather than their legacy.
Except for the new 
RoboCop. Nobody asked 
for that bullshit.
The fiction factory
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
ö Why remakes don’t have to suck
It is a futile effort to try to offer equal coverage to every 
event on offer at the Fringe this 
year. There are over 700 events, 
and only 11 days in which to see 
them, so for the sake of brevity, 
this article will focus on some 
of the most highly anticipated 
shows the Fringe has to offer, 
as well as some of the most 
offbeat—because no one knows 
what to expect at the Fringe.
From Charles Ross and TJ 
Dawe, creators of indie hits One 
Man Star Wars and One Man 
Lord of the Rings, comes the 
latest in Chicken for Supper 
Productions’ parody-homage 
series, One Man Dark Knight: 
A Batman 
Parody. 
Playing 
in the Rio 
Theatre from 
September 
8–13, the 
show will 
cram all 
three of 
Christopher 
Nolan’s 
Batman 
films into a 
90-minute 
performance, 
with a 
single actor 
performing 
every single 
role without 
the benefit 
of “props, 
sets, or Batmobiles.”
Running in Studio 16 from 
September 8–16, Tomo Suru 
Players’ The Dance Teacher is 
a psychodrama from the mind 
of playwright Gerald Williams. 
Justin, the eponymous dance 
instructor, is a Machiavellian 
man who isn’t afraid to 
manipulate others to get what 
he wants, be it money, power, or 
sex. But what inspires a person 
to this pragmatic state of being? 
How guilty is Justin, really—
and of what, exactly? Find out 
for yourself, if you dare to look.
 For those more interested 
in being watched than 
watching, the Fringe also offers 
workshops for artists looking 
to break into the business or 
train their skills. On September 
13, the On the Road Touring 
Workshop will cover everything 
from planning a tour route and 
booking events to promoting 
shows and balancing your 
pocketbook. Having had to 
learn these things on the fly, 
I highly recommend taking 
in a workshop session if you 
are producing a show for 
the first time. It’ll save you 
a lot of trial and error.
For those who like to relax 
after a show, the Big Rock 
Brewery Fringe Bar is open 
every night of the festival until 
late. Featuring performances 
from artists like Adrian Glynn, 
Hollow Twin, The Nautical 
Miles, 
The Rossi 
Gang, Skye 
Wallace, 
and the 
self-styled 
Queen of 
the Fringe 
Bar Tonye 
Aganaba, 
the vocal 
variety on 
offer is truly 
massive. 
Listen in at 
Ocean Art 
Works, 1531 
Johnston 
Street on 
Granville 
Island; 
come for 
the music, 
stay for the food carts.
If none of that interests 
you, maybe the chance to win 
some free swag will. For the 
duration of the festival, the 
Fringe Bar and Raffle Tent will 
be selling raffle tickets at $10 a 
pop, three for the price of two. 
Winners will be drawn at 9:30 
p.m. on September 18 in the 
Performance Works building. 
Prizes include a 2017 Fringe 
Pass for two, a Motorino XMb 
electric scooter, and a trip 
to Lima and Machu Picchu 
courtesy of G Adventures. 
Get ’em before they’re gone.
To see these events and 
much more, visit tickets/
vancouverfringe.com.
Vancouver Fringe 
Festival fun 
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
ö What to expect from the Fringe Fest
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What started out as a promising departure from 
the general “boy meets girl, girl 
bangs boy, love, sad, then love 
again” kind of show could not 
quite live up to the cliché defying 
promises that it’s pilot set it up 
for. 
You’re the Worst finds 
a boy, Jimmy (Chris Geere), 
and girl, Gretchen (Aya Cash), 
unsurprisingly finding each 
other during the sloppy, 
formative years of their lives. 
The main departure from the 
general stew of relationship 
television comes in the form of 
both partner’s personalities, and 
as the title suggests, both these 
characters are “The Worst” in 
their very own, very special ways.
He’s a novelist, she’s a PR rep 
working in LA… could I make it 
any more obvious? It’s a show 
about hipsters that still manages 
to make fun of hipsters, and does 
its very best to be self-aware of 
the clichés it writes itself into 
by constantly making fun of 
the characters—via the other 
characters—about just what 
clichés they are.
The sarcasm and witty 
banter is as greatly enjoyable as 
watching both these characters 
be terrible to both friends 
and strangers alike, and what 
smidgen of a relationship the 
two have in the beginning is 
purely driven by sex at worst, 
and non-existent at best. Neither 
are looking for anything other 
than a roll in the hay, or three, 
per day. 
Unfortunately, this beautiful 
segue away from the sappiness 
of your average vanilla-flavoured 
couple comedy turns against 
its own saving grace, and the 
characters begin to develop 
feelings. Maybe there should 
be a spoiler alert that these two 
characters—of opposite sex, 
existing in the first season of a 
romantic comedy—end up liking 
each other, but that is probably 
the least warning-worthy 
development that could have 
happened. 
The show still redeems itself 
in the personalities of its leads, 
both being enjoyable characters 
to watch going about their days, 
navigating messy lives, and 
making circumstantial decisions 
that have slight repercussions on 
the story arc as a whole. When 
they’re together and keeping 
things light, they’re a pleasure 
to watch—whether they’re 
knocking one out, or stealing 
various cars, vending machines, 
or bottles of booze. It’s when 
the all too serious “I-like-you-
do-you-like-me?”soggy tennis 
match starts happening that 
really slows the show down.
The drama of their 
relationship commands the 
entirety of the plot in the last 
few episodes, but there is a 
shining ray of hope in the way of 
season 2, where things are kind-
of-but-not-really figured out 
enough emotionally to let the 
characters’ quirky personalities 
shine again. 
You’re the Worst is a valiant 
effort to diverge from the road 
most travelled, but predictably 
sticks to what the plebs generally 
want—good old fashioned, 
vomit-inducing love. Worth a 
watch, regardless.
We’ve all done it. We’ve gone to the movies to 
see an adaptation of a book 
we may love, and more often 
than not, we come away 
disappointed because it didn’t 
hold up to our expectations. 
But are we really being fair?
Books and movies are two 
completely different types of 
entertainment. One is a more 
“active” type, requiring more 
imagination to “see” the world 
through words, whereas the 
other is a more “passive,” type 
because everything you see 
has been created for you. So 
why do we compare them?
It is okay to want to see the 
book you love translated onto the 
big screen. Being a very visual 
species, we love to be able to see 
the characters and places that we 
imagine in our heads. Therefore, 
it is pretty natural to compare 
a movie adaptation to the book 
you’ve read. However, you should 
also remember that a director is 
not the author of the book, and 
may have a different vision for 
the movie he or she is creating.
A movie or television 
adaptation of a book can either 
be faithful to the original  
story, deviate slightly from 
it, or could be an entirely 
separate piece of work.
An example of an adaptation 
that only deviates slightly 
would be The Hunger Games. 
Something that is effective in a 
book may not work as well on 
screen. In the original novel, 
we are in Katniss’s head and see 
everything from her point of view. 
Although the movie could have 
been adapted in this way, it would 
be difficult to portray everything 
that Katniss thinks. Leaving 
Katniss’ point of view also allows 
the movie to give us a glimpse of 
some other characters’, making 
it more engaging for viewing. It 
also gives the viewers a better 
idea of what is going on, since 
a movie cannot explain things 
in the same way a novel can.
Another thing to think 
about when you are seeing 
an adaptation is whether the 
director was trying to show 
something different than the 
book. Remember that the 
director is a different person 
than the author of the novel. 
Although authors are often 
consulted, they may not have 
much creative input. Perhaps 
the director wants to portray a 
different meaning in the movie 
than the novel did. In the end, 
the movie is the director’s vision 
and creation, not the author’s. 
Therefore, it is probably a 
better idea not to expect a movie 
to be the same as that novel you 
loved, or else you will most likely 
be let down. In some cases, there 
is no denying that the movie was 
not made well (remember how 
popular the novel Eragon was, 
but the movie adaptation was a 
complete flop?), or perhaps, in 
some cases, was done even better 
than the novel. However, it is 
best to remember that a movie 
and a novel are two very different 
types of media, and therefore 
should be treated that way.
Adaptation consternation
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‘You’re the Worst,’ not actually the worst
ö Rom-com sticks to clichés, but still departs from formula
Chandler Walter
Assistant Editor
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
ö Don’t judge a movie by its book
arts // no. 8 theotherpress.ca
If the Fringe Festival doesn’t pique your interest, there’s 
more than just one way to get 
your fill of arts and culture. 
From September 30 to October 
2, BC Culture Days offers a wide 
array of entertainment and 
artistic events from a multitude 
of different cultures, making 
it the perfect sample platter 
for anyone who’s interested 
in learning more about the 
world outside of Canada.
With over 300 separate 
activities available in the 
Vancouver area alone, it would 
be impossible to list everything 
of interest. So, in the hopes of 
invigorating public curiosity, 
this article will contain a broad 
cross-section of the different 
events offered, loosely organized 
by the nature of the activity.
For those inclined to 
leisurely sightseeing, there 
are several Public Art Walking 
Tours of the Vancouver area, 
each focused around a different 
theme. Areas include a walk 
from Yaletown to False Creek, 
as well as tours of Gastown 
and Chinatown. These tours 
are run by both English and 
Mandarin-speaking tour 
guides, so those who only 
know Mandarin will miss 
nothing while in attendance. 
All tours are available from 
September 30 to October 2.
If you’ve ever wanted to 
see the inner workings of a live 
theatre production, consider 
attending the Granville Island 
Arts Club Theatre tour on 
October 2. Backstage, you’ll get 
to see the set for upcoming Arts 
Club feature The Flick, as well 
as the production shop where 
all the props and costumes 
are put together. Theatre 
buffs may also enjoy North 
Vancouver Community Players’ 
backstage tour of Hendry Hall. 
On September 30, get one-on-
one face-time with directors 
and stagehands, as well as a 
chance to dress up and rehearse 
with the actors themselves if 
you’re feeling melodramatic.
If Mexican art is more your 
taste, the Mexiquenses Artisans 
will be holding a Mexico Fest 
during Culture Days, in which 
they will showcase a variety 
of nature-based art pieces 
that represent the five major 
Mexican ethnic groups, namely 
the Matlazincas, Mazahuas, 
Nahuas, Otomíes, and 
Tlahuicas, each with their own 
unique style and presentation. 
See it all on Friday, September 
30 at UBC’s East Mall.
 There’s much in the way of 
visual arts to appreciate, as well. 
On October 1, the Vancouver 
Art Gallery will feature works 
by Picasso, sculptures by 
Bharti Kher, Harry Callahan 
(no, not that Harry Callahan), 
and an exhibit comparing the 
works of Austrian Modernist 
Wolfgang Paalen to British 
Columbia’s own Emily Carr. 
From September 30 to 
October 2, the Skwachàys 
Lodge Aboriginal Hotel also 
invites you to view its gallery, 
featuring Eric Parnell’s famous 
Haida Bears. And if that still 
isn’t enough art for you, the Dr. 
Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese 
Garden welcomes visitors to 
see the watercolor, oil, and 
ink paintings of Chinese-
Canadian artists Robert Ku 
and Tak Cheung Leun. The 
gardens are also open from the 
September 30 to October 2.
There are those whose 
preferences skew towards 
the musical. They will be 
pleased with the Music of 
the World Presentation at 
the North Vancouver City 
Library. Here, the Vancouver 
Inter-Cultural Orchestra 
will introduce audiences to 
stringed instruments from a 
variety of different countries, 
offering samplings of the 
Chinese Erhu fiddle, the Persian 
Kamanche, and many others. 
Check it out on October 1.
If dance is what gets you out 
of your seat, consider taking in 
a lesson at the Nora Pickett Irish 
Dance Academy on October 1, 
or a ballet lesson on October 2 
in the Rolston Building at 1340 
Granville Street. If you are more 
a casual dance fan, check out 
the open rehearsals for Ballet 
Rocks, an oddball performance 
combining Vivaldi’s Four 
Seasons, rock music by 
The Eagles, and Aboriginal 
mythology. Catch Ballet 
Victoria’s curious compilation 
at the St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church on September 30.
If you’re out to wet 
your pants with friends, the 
Georgia Strait Alliance might 
have just what you need. On 
October 1, they’ll be taking 
over the Vancouver Maritime 
Museum for the third annual 
Water’s Edge Day celebration. 
Attractions include kayak and 
Tsleil-Watuth canoe paddle 
tours, touch tanks full of exotic 
marine life courtesy of the 
Vancouver Aquarium, and of 
course, every exhibit currently 
available in the museum.
Heritage aficionados will 
appreciate the opportunity 
to relive the roaring ’20s with 
Gatsby’s Night Out at the 
Orpheum. On September 30, the 
Orpheum will be transformed 
into a flapper’s paradise, replete 
with musical entertainment 
by Victoria and The Secrets, a 
Peter Forde art installment, and 
a magic show by the talented 
Matt Johnson. Those who wish 
to dress in period-appropriate 
clothing are encouraged to 
attend. Note that this speakeasy 
is for patrons 19+ only, so make 
sure your ID is in order. 
To register for these events 
and hundreds more, head to 
culturedays.ca and find out 
what’s going on near you.
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Cultural appreciation
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
ö Check out culture days BC
For those unfamiliar with Hellboy, the concept of a demon trying to live a human 
life as a paranormal investigator may be a hard 
sell. Having run for so many years, the series 
can be difficult for newcomers to unravel, 
especially considering the bizarre dream-logic 
of the storytelling, and the anachronic timeline. 
But for those who wish to brave creator Mike 
Mignola’s mad menagerie of mirth, mythology 
and magic, Hellboy in Mexico is a great 
introduction to the character and his world.
The comic isn’t connected to any of 
Hellboy’s other adventures. Instead, it is an 
anthology piece in which Hellboy reminisces 
on some of his earliest cases. These involve a 
drunken spree with a trio of luchador brothers, 
an accidental marriage to a vampire, a graveyard 
smash with a restless Aztec mummy, and a 
wrestling match with Frankenstein’s monster.
The art is varied and quirky, each style 
complementing the tone of its story. Mike 
Mignola retains his signature heavy shading; 
Mick McMahon imitates this technique, but 
with a smoother, more cartoony look. Richard 
Corben goes for grit and grime, rendering 
every pit and pockmark in the Mexican 
landscape. Fabio Moon and Gabriel Bá work 
with the same shapes, but the disparate 
colors and textures of their work makes for an 
interesting contrast when viewed side by side. 
Making sense isn’t what Hellboy comics 
are known for, but if you like campy spook 
yarns or Universal Studios’ monster movies, 
then Big Red has the fix you need.
The madness of Mike Mignola
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
ö ‘Hellboy in Mexico’ comic review
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The source of all humour is tragedy. And since you’ve 
failed your boss for the last time, 
you’d better make it funny!
Aye, Dark Overlord! is a 
storytelling party game for 
four to six players originally 
published by Fantasy Flight 
Games in 2005. One player takes 
the role of Dark Overlord and 
listens to the other players—
who play his henchmen—as 
they try to explain why their 
last mission failed. Players take 
turns using cards as clues to 
explain what happened, or to 
shift the blame to another player 
who must continue the story.
If a player stumbles, stalls, 
or offends the Dark Overlord, 
the Overlord can distribute 
a “withering look” card to 
the player. Once a player 
receives three “withering 
looks,” the game ends.
There are similarities 
between Aye, Dark Overlord! 
and other storytelling games 
like Once Upon a Time (1993) 
or Gloom (2005). Aye, Dark 
Overlord! sets itself apart by 
giving the players a reason 
for telling the story, as well as 
setting up the game for some 
very humours moments due to 
the fun illustrations and subject 
matter. There are alternate rules 
for play that involve a scoring 
system and more solidified 
rules, but I find it takes away 
from the enjoyment and chaos 
of the game in its original form.
Aye, Dark Overlord! is not 
for everyone. It falls into the 
category of meta fantasy games 
such as The Red Dragon Inn 
(2007) and Munchkin (2001). 
It’s ideal as a pallet cleanser 
for more serious fare, such 
as a long session of Castle 
Ravenloft (2010) or binge 
watching a season of Game of 
Thrones, as long as everyone 
is in the mood to tell stories.
Chairman of the Board: Passing the Buck
Ed Appleby 
Illustrator
There’s no place like home for artists Louise A. DeGagné 
and Gregg Steffensen, Douglas 
College alumni who graduated 
from the stagecraft program 
years ago but recently returned 
with their art exhibit, this 
part remains with me, in the 
Amelia Douglas Gallery. They 
presented a one-hour talk 
about their artwork to students 
and members of the public in 
the gallery on September 9.
The exhibit focused on 
memories, and how certain 
images can stay with a person 
for many years. The exhibit 
contained two types of works: 
4 of their older pieces, and 10 
new pieces designed specifically 
for the conceptual show.
The new pieces involved 
some of DeGagné and Steffensen’s 
old memories, such as a mixed 
media portrait of DeGagné’s 
grandfather called “steady” and 
Steffensen’s mixed media piece, 
“a perception: of youth,” that 
features a baby photo of him.
The centrepiece of the 
exhibit was DeGagné’s and 
Steffensen’s two 24” x 48” mixed-
media panels that were hung 
beside each other on the wall to 
make a combined 48” x 48” piece. 
DeGagné’s panel, “expectation,” 
featured a large paper doll dress 
with tabs on the side and top. 
Steffensen’s panel, “the constant,” 
featured a large red vertical stripe 
on the right, a thinner grey stripe 
on the left and smaller images 
of his other new works in the 
exhibit. DeGagné nicknamed 
the piece “the table of contents” 
because it includes the images 
from Steffensen’s other works.
The colour scheme for the 
exhibit was red, with each of 
the new paintings containing 
various amounts of red to 
tie the works together.
“We wanted a binding 
element, and red is a life force 
colour,” Steffensen said. “We 
played around with the palette 
and found a colour that we 
both liked and enjoyed.”
“Neither of us really use 
red in our pieces, so it was also 
a challenge to step a little bit 
outside of our comfort zone as 
far as colour,” DeGagné said.
“It was also something 
new when everything here is 
old memories,” Steffensen said. 
“To take something outside of 
that and use it on a painting 
represents the present. It 
shows there’s a little bit of 
present in everything.”
To see more of their 
works, check out their websites 
at GreggSteffensen.net and 
LouiseADeGagne.com.
The next exhibit coming 
to the Amelia Douglas Gallery 
is Stefanie Denz’s The End of 
the Affair, which will have an 
opening reception in the gallery 
at 4:30 p.m. on September 15.
Denz will be speaking 
about her exhibit at 10 a.m. on 
September 16 in the Amelia 
Douglas Gallery on the fourth 
floor of the Douglas College 
New Westminster campus.
Home is where the art is
Cheryl Minns
Columnist
ö Douglas College alumni return with art exhibit about memories
ö ‘Aye, Dark Overlord!’ game review 
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Have an idea for a story? 
 sports@theotherpress.ca
It’s hard to believe that it’s soccer season once again for 
the Douglas College Royals. It’s 
even harder to believe that it’s 
been a year since the women’s 
soccer team made their historic 
run into their first Nationals for a 
solid fourth place finish. Three or 
four years ago, no one could have 
guessed that the bottom-dwelling 
Royals team would be a national 
contender in less than five years. 
Though the lion’s share of the 
credit goes to the hard-working 
players on last year’s team, no one 
can deny the fantastic work of one 
man, and his excellently trained 
coaching staff. 
Chris Laxton came into 
the Royals program in 2014, 
and in two years transformed 
the program from a team that 
struggled in the PACWEST into a 
team that dominated the west for 
most of 2015. I got a chance to sit 
and talk to Chris, and really got 
an idea of what made the man the 
successful coach that he is. 
Born on November 17, 1983 
in Vancouver, BC, to an English 
father, and a third-generation 
Vancouverite mother, Chris 
Laxton grew up loving soccer. 
Although he played other sports, 
soccer was always the one that he 
loved the most, and he played a 
variety of positions before really 
settling into the goalkeeper‘s spot. 
His youth career taught him many 
valuable lessons, and ultimately 
set him upon the path he treads 
now. 
“There wasn’t really a great 
demand for 5’10” goalkeepers,” 
Laxton recalled fondly. “I realized 
that if I wanted to be at a high 
level with soccer, I wasn’t going to 
be playing, I would be coaching. 
Fortunately, I’ve had enough doors 
open for me, and I’ve taken my 
chances.”  Those chances Chris 
refers to came at a young age 
for him. But he was more than 
willing to take the mantle of 
responsibility. 
“I was 13 when I started 
working at summer camps, so I 
was teaching sports at a young 
age. I kept getting opportunities 
to coach, and when I got out of 
high school, I had my own U-10 
team. Another opportunity came 
around for me to coach an older 
boys team. I wasn’t too successful 
there. Then I got to work with 
girl’s soccer, which had a lot more 
opportunities, about 15 years ago. 
I met some great people along the 
way that taught me loads, helped 
me out, and were able to open 
doors for me.” 
I’d like to believe that that 
it was Chris’ charm and wit that 
got him as far as he’s gone, but 
it’s obvious when you meet him 
and have a conversation with him 
about the game of soccer, that his 
passion and work ethic got him to 
where he is now. 
For Chris, his passion soccer 
started at a young age. His father 
was a diehard Vancouver 86’ers 
fan, and Chris inherited his 
father’s passion for the beautiful 
game. Although the 86’ers will 
always have a place in Chris’ heart, 
as he grew older, he developed 
a different kind of admiration 
for the English Premier League’s 
Arsenal. Like many young 
coaches, Chris’ favourite team’s 
play-style featured in the teams 
that he coached. 
“When I was a younger coach, 
I always loved how Arsenal played; 
their free-flowing attacking style. 
Less and less now, but early on for 
sure. At the end of the day, I’d like 
my teams to entertain. Entertain 
me, at least,” he said with a 
laugh. “I get to watch them for 90 
minutes every game, and if they 
play boring soccer I wouldn’t be 
too keen on that.”
Chris’ passion for the 
attacking style also comes from 
his youth. Although his regular 
position was goalkeeper, Chris was 
known to be a mean striker when 
given the chance. “I was always a 
striker at heart. When we played 
games that weren’t as close as they 
were supposed to be, I’d always go 
up front and score a goal. I had a 
nose for goals.”
As Laxton grew up and 
graduated high school, he make 
his dream to coach full-time a 
reality that he could achieve. He 
went into UBC already coaching 
at a youth level, and played 
intramural soccer on campus. He 
would finish his time at UBC with 
a Bachelor in Human Kinetics, a 
Bachelor of Education, and even 
come back for his Master’s in 
Coaching Sciences. During his 
time doing his Master’s, Chris had 
the opportunity to be the assistant 
coach to the UBC men’s soccer 
team, and learned from UBC great 
Mike Mosher. 
“Working with Mike Mosher 
showed me how much he paid 
attention to the detail. It was really 
great to be in that environment 
with such high calibre student 
athletes. Just really seeing how 
a collegiate program works, and 
how Mike set up his week for 
training, and how he set up his 
seasons, and the attention of 
detail he gave at each practice. He 
didn’t do drills that I hadn’t seen 
before, but he did them with great 
detail and high standards, and 
that’s something that I try to carry 
with me, here at Douglas.” 
While his time with Mosher 
helped him find a standard that 
he is comfortable with, like many 
other coaches Chris draws much 
of his coaching inspirations 
from his peers, albeit from much 
bigger clubs. An interview with 
Chris would be remiss without 
mentioning his admiration for 
Arsène Wenger, the long-time 
manager of Arsenal. In Chris’ 
words, “He was always a good 
developer of talent, and watching 
how he developed players from 
these kids to star national players 
was always inspiring.” 
Chris also draws from 
coaching greats such as Sir Alex 
Ferguson, who he believes always 
got the best out of the majority 
of his players, something Chris 
aspires to do with all of his teams.
One coach that is out of 
the ordinary in Laxton’s list of 
primarily English football clubs 
and coaches is Bayern Munich’s 
Jupp Heynckes. Chris has a special 
kind of admiration for the former 
coach of the famous German 
club, as he had the opportunity to 
attend and watch one of Munich’s 
training sessions under Heynckes. 
“I’ll always have a spot in my heart 
for Heynckes, because we actually 
got to go to one of their training 
sessions and see them work. All 
my players we were with were 
glued to the players, but myself 
and the other coach that came, 
our eyes were glue to Heynckes, 
and how he conducted training. 
We watched the points that he 
was making, even though not 
much was said, in English, or any 
language. It was more pointing 
and gesticulating.”
However, at the end of the 
day, Chris credits much of his 
understanding of the game, and 
the field, to his youth days as 
a goalkeeper. He believes that 
goalkeeper is the best position to 
really learn the game. “Playing 
in goal has given me a decent 
understanding of all 11 positions, 
because the goalkeeper position 
is so unique. I think a lot of the 
best coaches are goalkeepers. You 
see angles, and you see the game 
played in front of you. When I 
played, I was on a fairly successful 
team, so the ball wasn’t in our end 
very much.  I got to see different 
movements and how the game got 
played.” His deep understanding 
of the game translates very well 
to his coaching, as he is able to 
direct his players where he knows 
the opposition players will be. 
His experiences in net have also 
allowed him to visualize the game 
from a much broader perspective 
and see formations and attack 
patterns much quicker than 
others. 
While Chris Laxton is known 
at Douglas for being the head 
coach of the women’s soccer team, 
Chris very much has a life outside 
of his time with the Royals team. 
“I’m a TOC [teacher-on-call]
seeking full-time employment. It’s 
actually something I quite enjoy. 
It’s a different adventure every 
day without the responsibility of 
bringing home homework. I also 
coach youth teams. I’m a coach at 
Fusion FC. I had one team, and 
now I’m helping with academy, so 
I’ve got two teams, so that takes up 
a lot of my time.” 
While coaching the Royals 
and coaching the Fusion FC youth 
team seems like two different 
beasts, it’s really the teaching 
aspect that caught my attention. 
When asked about it, Chris was 
quick to point out the similarity 
between the two, even saying 
that teaching helped him be a 
better coach. “Teaching is about 
relationships, just like coaching 
is. Relationships formed in 
coaching are at a much different 
level than teaching, but you’re 
dealing with so many different 
personalities as a teacher, and 
you’re learning how to deal 
with conflict, and un-motivated 
students. It also helps me realize 
that at Douglas, we have student 
athletes that have a great deal 
of responsibility. Whether it’s to 
their families, or their jobs, their 
education, or even being able to 
balance their social lives, I think 
I have a good understanding 
of the commitment required, 
and in some cases, the sacrifices 
required, that these women make 
to play. I’m hoping that I am 
able to balance the commitment 
I expect from them, with the 
understanding that they do 
need to work, and they more 
importantly, they do need to have 
a successful academic career, and 
hopefully after us, they move on to 
bigger and better things.” 
It’s always interesting to go 
inside the mind of a coach, and 
see how everything clicks. Chris 
is hard-working and dedicated, 
and he and the Royals have a lot to 
prove this year as they defend their 
Provincial PACWEST title.
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No one can deny that it’s been a hard week for the Royals 
men’s soccer team. Three games 
in the span of four days will bring 
down the level of any team. 
But next week might be their 
hardest week yet. They only play 
one game, and that’s on Sunday. 
However, they play against the 
defending provincial champions 
and defending CCAA silver 
medalists. The Capilano Blues are 
not a team to be trifled with.  
The first week of action was 
pretty good for the Royals. They 
ended 2–1–0. However, their form 
was inconsistent this weekend. 
They looked to struggle a bit 
against the Langara Falcons, 
and barely picked up a gritty win 
there. Then they just completely 
dropped the ball against VIU, and 
got run over. While they managed 
to turn it around against Quest 
the next day, no one will argue 
with me when I say that beating 
Quest is not a huge achievement.
The team will need to turn 
it on big time next week if they 
want to stand a chance against the 
Capilano Blues, because the Blues 
look unstoppable coming out of 
the gates. A young team last year 
with a ton of first-year rookies, the 
team is now older, and arguably 
much better than last year. Lead 
by fifth-year veteran Devan 
Woolley in the midfield, and 
PACWEST’s Men’s Soccer Player 
of the Year, Rookie of the Year, and 
All-Star Kristian Yli-Hietanen, the 
Blues are looking red-hot. 
They came into the season 
with a commanding 1–0 win 
over the Quest Kermodes. They 
then picked up their game and 
dominated Langara, running all 
over, around, and through them 
with a 5–0 win. This is the same 
Langara team that gave the Royals 
a run for their money to start the 
season. 
However, all is not lost for 
the Royals. Capilano happens to 
have a tough match against the 
Mariners the day before going 
up against the Royals. If VIU 
plays close to as well as they did 
against the Royals, it should wear 
the Blues down some. Hopefully, 
travel and fatigue will be a 
factor that the Blues will have to 
accommodate for. 
Whatever shape the Blues 
may be in come game time against 
the Royals, there are a couple key 
things the Royals will need to do 
on their end. First off, they need to 
get their offensive dots connected. 
Two out of three Royals goals 
came early in the game this week, 
while teams were still off guard. 
Furthermore, two of three goals 
from the Royals came from bad 
mistakes that the opposition 
nearly gifted them. It’s unlikely 
that the Blue will do either of 
those. 
Secondly, they have to lock 
down Yli-Hietanen and Keith 
Jackson. Yli-Hietanen is a lethal 
threat, who, if left unguarded, will 
tear through a team. But Jackson 
is a stranger variable. He’s coming 
off a hat-trick against Langara, so 
it’s assumed he’ll be ever-present 
for the Blues next week. 
The Royals also may want to 
consider shutting down Jackson’s 
set-up man Nic Morello. Morello 
set up Jackson for most of his 
hat-tricks, as well as scoring from 
the penalty spot against Langara. 
Having been proven a dangerous 
distributor, it would be wise to 
minimize his time with the ball. 
No matter what the result, 
the game between these two 
heavyweights will likely be a fight 
of epic proportions that is retold 
time and time again.
After all the hype, and all of the waiting, the Douglas College 
men’s soccer team kicked off their 
season this week. And boy was it 
worth the wait. 
It was a miserable, soggy 
Wednesday when the men began 
their 2016 campaign. They faced 
off against their mainland rivals, 
the Langara Falcons, in what was 
sure to be a heated bout. 
The Royals got the game 
rolling early with a beautiful play. 
A long pass sent winger Isaac 
Kyei on a counter break. Before 
the Falcons could react, Kyei 
headed towards the net. Drawing 
the goalkeeper to a vulnerable 
position, he threw a cross to a 
slightly trailing Devon Jones, who 
tucked it away into an empty net. 
The score got the Royals onto the 
score sheet, only two minutes into 
the game. 
From there, the Royals played 
lockdown, keeping the ball in 
Langara’s half, denying them 
chances while creating their own. 
However, both teams would fail to 
convert again in the first half. 
Sensing an imminent defeat, 
Langara came out desperate in the 
second half. They outworked the 
Royals and caught them sleeping 
at the right moment. Royals 
goalkeeper Jared Horvath could 
only watch as the Falcons scored a 
beauty, sniping it into the top-left 
corner of the net from the top-
right corner of the penalty box, 
and tying the game up at one-a-
piece. 
The goal, and some verbal 
encouragement from their 
coaches, sparked life into both 
teams. The Royals came at the 
Falcons hard, and the Falcons gave 
it right back. The messy weather 
made for a sloppy game of short 
passes and questionable tackles 
and fouls. 
For a while, both teams were 
deadlocked. But a hard foul by 
the Falcons just outside their 
penalty box gifted the Royals 
a free kick. While the Langara 
players argued the call with the 
referee, the Royals took a quick 
tap and sent their attackers into 
a straight blitz at the net. After 
making one excellent save, the 
Langara goalkeeper allowed a 
rebound to pop loose, and Mateo 
Serka pounced on it, tapping in 
the Royals go-ahead goal. The 
goal, scored so late into the game, 
nearly spelt defeat for the Falcons. 
A frustrated Langara player made 
a dangerous tackle only moments 
later, which rewarded him with his 
second yellow and a consequential 
red, and sealed the game for both 
teams. 
Multiple questionable foul 
calls and overturned play calls 
from the referee earned him an 
earful from the Langara coach, 
who strongly voiced his opinion 
on the game. However, coach 
Robby Toor had a different 
opinion on the game. “It was 
definitely a chippy game. It was a 
good battle, and good win for the 
team.” 
The team had until Saturday 
to rest up, which was when they 
faced their next challenge. The 
VIU Mariners had come into 
town, and they looked hungry.
The two premier clubs 
duked it out for most of the first 
half without either team giving 
an edge to the other side. Their 
aggressive play highlighted what 
was otherwise a fairly neutral 30 
minutes. It didn’t take long for 
the referee to issue out his final 
warnings and break out the cards. 
VIU was dished out a couple 
yell0w cards, but it was Douglas’ 
yellow card that proved to be the 
difference maker. A risky tackle 
from forward Devon Jones saw 
him awarded a yellow card from 
the referee and a free kick for VIU, 
just outside of the penalty box. 
The island team made no 
mistake with their opportunity 
and found a way to curve the shot 
over the blockers and down into 
the bottom right-hand corner of 
the net. The goal would give VIU 
the lead, which they would hold 
onto going into half time.
Both teams came into the 
second half seemingly more 
aggressive than before. On 
a routine corner, a late and 
dangerous aerial challenge would 
send the Royals keeper sprawling, 
and spark what could have been 
a bench clearing brawl. At the 
end of the scuffle, greater minds 
prevailed, and yellow cards were 
issued to both teams for their 
involvement. 
With a new keeper in net, 
the Royals sought to keep the 
pressing VIU off while trying to 
score the equalizer. However, their 
effort was for little avail. On an 
odd looking chance, VIU scored 
a tremendous tally, firing it in off 
the bottom of the top left-hand 
corner crossbar from 30 metres 
out. 
Just like that, the Royals 
were sent into desperation mode. 
It was a heated second half for 
both teams, and there were a few 
shoving matches. Players were 
carded for their tempers, but 
remarkably enough, no one was 
sent off. As hard as the Royals 
tried to push, VIU would not 
budge, and they closed out the 
game sitting comfortably on a 2–0 
score. 
After the game, the team 
looked visibly frustrated, but had 
to do their best to shake it off for 
Sunday. As hard as their week had 
been, they still had more to go. To 
finish their home stand, Douglas 
College faced off against the Quest 
Kermodes. 
Taking the pitch with the 
frustration and emotion from 
the VIU game still on their mind, 
the men stormed the Kermodes. 
Caught off guard at the intensity 
and speed at which the Royals 
were running at them, the 
Kermodes gave up most of the 
early possession to the home 
team. Against a team known to 
capitalize on possession, Quest 
made a huge mistake in doing 
so. For the second time in three 
games, the Royals got off to a 
flying start. A breakout on the 
side from Royals captain Tony 
McCullough brought the play 
deep into Kermodes territory. 
Playing a give-and-go strategy 
with Isaac Kyei, McCullough 
found himself a nice gap to shoot 
and proceeded to bang home a 
miraculously-placed shot, curving 
the ball so it fell into the net just 
under the crossbar. 
The goal fired up the team 
and they came crashing into 
the Kermodes even harder than 
before. The pressure they exuded 
as a team was immense, and it was 
too much for the Quest keeper. 
He made a terrible error, and Kyei 
fixed it by tucking the ball into the 
back of the net, giving the Royals a 
cushy two goal lead. 
The momentum from the 
two goals was enough for the 
Royals to quash the Kermodes 
chances in the first half, and take 
their lead into the second. From 
there, it was clinical defending 
that won them the game. Hard 
work from Douglas’s backline 
ensured that the Kermodes rarely 
stepped inside the Royals final-
third. While they still searched 
for the put-away goal, the play 
from the Royals was much more 
conservative, as they simply 
gained possession and latched 
onto it. 
They would hold on to the 
ball for much of the second half, 
and close out the game on the 
back of the two goals. It wouldn’t 
be an understatement to say the 
Kermodes were simply outclassed, 
as the Royals maintained a clean 
sheet, and stayed off the referee’s 
book. Coach Robby Toor voiced 
his pleasure with how his team 
managed to bounce back after a 
hard loss just the day before. “It 
was good bounce back today. The 
boys did well today and played a 
full 90, and that’s what we wanted 
from them.” 
It’s exciting to see the Royals 
begin to take mid-season shape, 
even though the season just 
started. Let’s hope their form can 
hold into provincials this year, as 
that’s where it all comes together. 
Men’s soccer preview: September 17
Men’s soccer review: September 7–11
 Royals got the blues (Capilano Blues, that is)
 Royals men open season strongly
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Get ready for a super cute commute with Russian Subway Dogs, a new pixel video game by Toronto’s Spooky Squid 
Games. In this game, a player controls a subway dog that barks 
at unsuspecting passersby in the station to get them to toss food. 
The concept is based on actual stray dogs who ride the Russian 
subway in search of food. The game is currently in development, 
and presently running a Kickstarter campaign to raise $50,000.
“I describe the  game as being 50 per cent the joy of catching 
things in mid-air, and 50 per cent the joy of messing with a bunch 
of characters in comedic ways,” said Miguel Sternberg, the 
founder of Spooky Squid Games.
After a Twitter post brought his attention to the real Russian 
subway dogs, Sternberg created a simple game about the dogs 
in two and a half days for the Pirate Kart game development 
competition. The original game had a squared-off design and 
mostly involved the dogs running around and stealing food from 
passersby without much interaction. As Sternberg developed the 
commercial version, he tweaked the design and added additional 
challenges, such as the subway bears.
“I took that original design and made it cuter and added the 
ushanka hat to the dog to make it distinct,” he said. “As I was 
taking it from the original game to a full game, I wanted something 
that would be a threat that would last for a while and change the 
pace of the game. A bear just felt like it would be funny in the right 
way.”
Spooky Squid Games decided to use actual Russian subway 
stations as inspiration for the game’s backgrounds. Spooky Squid 
Games artist Alina Sechkin animated one of the backgrounds, an 
elegant station with curved arches, stained glass windows, and 
chandeliers.
“Looking at all the different subway stations has been super fun. 
They’re really beautiful,” she said. “I totally want to go to Russia 
now just to ride the subway.”
The Kickstarter campaign features a wide variety of donor rewards, 
such as early access to the game and pixel art prints of Russian 
Subway Dogs characters.
“One of the things we pride ourselves on is having very high 
quality pixel art, so we’re doing a lot of pixel art prints of the dogs 
and stuff like that,” Sternberg said.
Sechkin is also contributing her skills to the Kickstarter campaign. 
She drew the sample portrait for the custom pixel pet portrait: A 
reward for backers who donate $250.
“Getting to draw dogs is so cute and fun,” she said.
There are also three opportunities to have your pet turned into a 
playable pixel character in the game for a donation of $1,000. To 
get an idea of what your pet might look like in pixels, Sternberg 
has provided an example on the campaign page.
“The example that we have is a friend’s pet, this very funny looking 
Chihuahua. It was very fun to try to capture a speciﬁ c animal 
instead of a generic animal of whatever breed. I’m looking forward 
to doing more,” he said.
The rewards also include a Russian Subway Dogs plush with an 
ushanka hat for a donation of $100. To create the plush, the team 
partnered with the apparel and accessory company WeLoveFine, 
which worked with Spooky Squid Games to design merchandise 
for their previous game They Bleed Pixels.
“I mentioned to WeLoveFine that we were doing a Kickstarter 
campaign, and they suggested doing a plush and that seemed like 
a perfect ﬁ t,” Sternberg said. “We worked very closely with them 
back and forth to create a plush version of the dog that would 
work well as a plush. You have to change the proportions and 
everything when you’re doing a plush compared to how you show 
the dog in the game.”
The Kickstarter campaign also features Backer Missions, which are 
goals that fans need to complete in order to unlock new characters 
in Russian Subway Dogs. The missions include funding goals, 
backer numbers, Twitter retweets, Tumblr notes, and creative fan-
made projects. For every four missions completed, a new character 
will be unlocked, as voted by the backers. There are 24 missions 
for backers to complete.
“The ones that I ﬁ nd most fun are the fan art and the photographs 
with people and their pets in ushanka hats,” Sternberg said.
The ﬁ rst new character to be unlocked was the Proletaricat, a grey 
cat in a military hat and jacket, on August 24. The Proletaricat also 
appears in the Russian Subway Dogs campaign updates, urging 
fans to promote the campaign through social media.
“There’s a bit of a meta-ﬁ ction thing going on in the updates, 
where half of the updates are me updating the backers, and 
the other half that have to do with the missions are from the 
Proletaricat,” Sternberg said. “Having that ﬁ ctional element in 
each of the updates is something I haven’t seen a lot of other 
Kickstarter campaigns do. It’s worked really well. I’ve gotten a 
really positive response from it.”
Russian Subway Dogs will have a variety of playable characters 
in the game, including the original dog, the ones unlocked 
from the Backer Missions, and guest pups. The guest pups are 
dog characters from other projects that Spooky Squid Games 
connected with through the Russian Subway Dogs Kickstarter 
campaign.
The ﬁ rst guest pup to join the game was Question Hound from KC 
Green’s comic Gunshow. In the single-page, six-panel “This Is Fine” 
comic, the brown dog in a brown bowler hat sits at his kitchen 
table drinking coffee while the room burns down around him. 
Despite the ﬁ re, he declares, “This is ﬁ ne.” By the last panel, he is 
badly burned by the ﬂ ames.
The comic explored people’s naivety to the disasters around them. 
It later became a popular meme among the college crowd.
“Its ﬁ rst iteration as a meme was used to show what it felt like to 
be college kids during ﬁ nals,” Green said, adding that only the 
ﬁ rst two panels are used in the meme: the ﬁ rst one with Question 
Hound sitting at the table in a burning kitchen and the second one 
with him saying, “This is ﬁ ne.”
From August 3 to September 2, Green ran a Kickstarter campaign 
to fund the making of a plush version of Question Hound.
“I was pretty certain we were going to reach our goal, but not 
certain as to how big it would get,” he said.
The campaign goal was $35,000, with rewards starting at $25 for 
one Question Hound plush, and ranging to $275 for 10 (with some 
additional goodies thrown in). The campaign raised an astounding 
$454,717 from 12,705 backers.
“I felt pretty good. Pretty relieved too,” he said. “Then stressed, as 
it dawned on me the amount of work to be done.”
Thanks to a tweet about Kickstarter projects with dogs that tagged 
both Russian Subway Dogs and Question Hound, the artists were 
able to connect. Green turned out to be a fan of Spooky Squid 
Games’ They Bleed Pixels, so the partnership was a good match. 
Sternberg suggested adding a pixel version of Question Hound 
to Russian Subway Dogs and Green agreed, leading to Question 
Hound becoming a playable pup in the game.
“Question Hound was based on an old drawing of a cartoon 
character I drew in junior high a bunch of times. I never thought he 
would ascend to this level of infamy,” Green said.
A tweet also connected Spooky Squid Games with Sukeban 
Games. Like Russian Subway Dogs, Sukeban Games’ cyberpunk 
bartending game VA-11 Hall-A features pixel art and dogs. The 
game has players work their way through an interactive narrative 
that is decided based on what drinks players serve to their 
customers, including dogs. Two of the dogs from VA-11 Hall-A, 
Nacho and Rad Shiba, will be playable guest pups in Russian 
Subway Dogs.
Nacho, a Shiba, will have a cyberpunk look with an electronic 
eyepiece and a sweater. Rad Shiba will appear in a pair of aviator 
sunglasses and a Hawaiian shirt.
“I always like doing weird crossover stuff,” Sternberg said.
For more information, check out Russian Subway Dogs on 
Kickstarter.com, or the company’s ofﬁ cial website SpookySquid.
com.
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No one can say that the Royals women’s soccer team lacked 
effort this week. To their credit, 
they tried their collective hearts 
out. But opening weekend is 
probably the hardest week the 
team has all season, and the 
results reflected that. The team 
went 1–1–1 against Langara, VIU, 
and Quest. While 4 points isn’t 
the best, it’s nearly .500, and that 
isn’t the worst. 
The win and tie under their 
belt will serve the team well next 
week as they take on the Capilano 
Blues, who stand at 1–0–1, with a 
win against Quest this week and a 
tie against Langara. 
As far as strength levels go, 
I’d say both teams are about level. 
However, that could change very 
quickly. The Blues are on the 
island playing VIU on Saturday, 
and that game will really let the 
Royals know what level the Blues 
are on. 
The results against VIU 
will also be crucial to the Blues. 
A crushing defeat could send 
them home dejected and in poor 
form, which would be ideal for 
the Royals to capitalize on, but a 
win or tie could boost the team’s 
confidence, which could spell 
trouble—especially if the Blues 
find a way to get their offence 
started against the strangely 
defensively weak VIU. 
Other than circumstances 
out of the Royals control, there 
are a few things the Royals will 
need to do going into Sunday to 
ensure a win, one of which is to 
tighten up defensively. Overall, 
this weekend, the team allowed six 
goals in total. An average of two 
goals a game isn’t bad, but when 
you consider that five of those 
were in a single game, and that the 
goalkeeper bailed the team out to 
a clean sheet, it seems a little more 
stretched. While Capilano is by no 
means an offensive powerhouse, 
they did manage to put away three 
goals this weekend in two games. 
An average of 1.5 goals a game is 
on par with the Royals average of 2 
goals allowed per game, but if the 
Royals want anything other than a 
tie, they will need to step it up. 
The other thing they will 
need to figure out is just how their 
offence works. While the six goals 
this weekend were great, they all 
came from different individuals, 
except for Andrea Perrotta’s two 
against VIU. This could mean 
a few things. Either the Royals 
getting goals from everywhere and 
everyone means they’re a strong 
offensive team, or the Royals 
haven’t really figured out who 
their go-to goal scorer is yet. Keep 
in mind, the Royals lost their top 
two goal scorers this offseason, 
who were also the best goal scorers 
in PACWEST. It’s natural that the 
beginning of this season would 
showcase a wide array of offensive 
talent. But the player who stepped 
into the shoes of the former Royals 
strikers seems to be struggling the 
most. 
Mikayla Hamilton scored 
once this weekend off a wonderful 
shot against VIU. But other than 
that goal, she seemed to struggle 
to get decent chances throughout 
the three games. It isn’t for a lack 
of effort either. Andrea Perrotta 
has been fantastic for the Royals 
offence, supplying through ball 
after through ball and crafting 
wonderful chances with pinpoint 
passes. They just haven’t been 
converted on. If Perrotta and 
Hamilton get on the same wave-
length, and Hamilton snipes a 
goal once or twice a game, the 
Royals could easily look to be 
one of the deadlier teams in 
PACWEST. If not, Chris Laxton 
may have to figure out how to 
support his striker, and take 
some pressure off of her by giving 
Perrotta another target to pass to. 
Regardless, the match against 
the Blues will be another chance 
for the Royals to get three points. 
A win would give them a huge 
boost in the standings, if results 
elsewhere go their way. 
Women’s soccer preview: September 17
 Blue is the warmest colour
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
As the women took the field on a wet Wednesday, fans in 
the stands could notice something 
different about this year’s team, 
or rather, that things weren’t quite 
the same. This year’s women’s 
soccer team only boasts a few 
familiar faces from last year’s 
national ranking team. Whether 
or not this team could match the 
previous squad’s skill and speed 
was about to be put to the test. 
The early start that some 
teams hoped for was not the 
reality that faced Douglas. Right 
out of the gates, the Royals 
matched up against the Langara 
Falcons, who held nothing back 
against their bitter rivals. It was 
a cold way to start an even colder 
night, but the adrenaline and 
blood pumping through both 
team’s bodies kept them warm. 
The Royals needed that 
warmth, as they lost battle after 
battle in the frosty September air. 
Their ground game was much 
better, and although they got 
more runs and dangerous looks at 
the net than Langara, they failed 
to get their shots on net. On the 
other side of the field, the Royals 
defence held back what could 
have been dangerous chances and 
turned them into missed shots or 
easy saves. Both sides refused to 
budge and they took an even game 
into half time. 
Coming out of half, the only 
thing that changed was the Royals’ 
luck. An iffy card started it off, and 
things just got worse and worse 
from there. Several moments later, 
a bad bounce and an error from 
the Royals goalkeeper gave the 
Falcons the lead with an easy tuck-
away goal. 
Down a goal, the Royals 
found a way to turn on the 
pressure and keep it on. The 
Royals got several shots towards, 
but never really on, the net. A 
couple of bounces and lofted kicks 
did it for the game, and the Royals 
lost in a tight match.
“We didn’t create enough 
solid chances tonight,” said head 
coach Chris Laxton after the 
game. “We had one mistake at the 
back today and that’s all it took. I 
thought it was a nil-nil game but 
all credit to them for capitalizing 
on our mistake.” 
The team had a lot of work 
to do in quite little time. Four 
days after their match against the 
Falcons, the Royals had an even 
bigger challenge coming their way. 
It was bound to happen sometime 
this season; the VIU Mariners 
were coming for a visit, and they 
wanted some sweet revenge for 
the loss that the Royals handed 
them so deftly at provincials. 
The intensity of the game 
was established quickly as Royals 
defender Sonali Dholliwar found a 
hole and took advantage, scoring 
the first of the game. However, 
VIU came right back and scored 2 
within 10 minutes of the first goal. 
But the Royals recovered, and 
were able to hold as they rode out 
the rest of the half. 
Coming out in the second, 
the Douglas College team looked 
better, but were still unlucky. Off 
the attack, a VIU shot bounced 
and ended back on the foot of a 
Mariner, who tapped it into the 
net and put their team up two 
goals. 
It was going to take a hefty 
effort from the defending 
provincial champs to come back 
into this game. Good thing the 
Royals have plenty of that. A 
magnificent shot from midfielder 
Chanelle Collins sent the ball 
flying into the top right-hand 
corner of the net, and gave the 
Royals the goal they needed to get 
back into the game. 
However, after the play, it was 
right back the other way. Although 
the Mariners didn’t score, an 
unfortunate collision sent the 
Royals keeper, Chantalle Bracken, 
off the field, and secondary keeper 
Alexa Gazzola into the net. The 
Mariners were not at all kind to 
the new keeper, and converted on 
an excellent chance following a 
corner kick. 
Never to be counted out, 
the Royals charged back up the 
field. A lethal looking play forced 
a bad foul for the Mariners just 
outside of the penalty box. A 
resulting yellow card and free kick 
gave Andrea Perrotta a chance to 
bring the Royals close again. She 
delivered perfectly, sending the 
ball in a downward arc into the 
bottom right-hand corner. 
A few moments later, it 
would be Perrotta with another 
opportunity to convert for the 
Royals. A hard foul inside the 
penalty box gave the home team a 
chance to equalize from the spot, 
and Perrotta got the nod to take 
the shot. She led up with a perfect 
step, and a slight move that sent 
the Mariners keeper flying to the 
right, while she coolly tucked the 
ball away into bottom-left corner. 
With the game level, the 
Royals took a sigh of relief. They 
let up on the control for just a 
little, but soon realized that was 
a bad mistake. A missed clear 
from the jubilant Royals created 
a turnover for the Mariners, and a 
goal on the ensuing break. 
With time running out, the 
Royal needed a miracle to draw 
even. Royals forward Mikayla 
Hamilton delivered the game-
tying strike from quite the ways 
out. On a bad angle, Hamilton 
took the best shot she had, and 
ripped the ball into the top left-
hand corner, giving the Mariner’s 
keeper no chance. 
It would draw flat from 
there, as Hamilton’s strike would 
be the last to end up in the net 
that game. With little time on 
the clock remaining, both teams 
settled for the draw, rather than 
risk losing the game. It was a goal 
scoring bonanza, with a final score 
of 5–5. 
After the game, Laxton took 
the time to address his team’s 
performance on the pitch. “We 
battled hard today. We came back 
from being down three different 
times, and I think that shows that 
this team has heart. We’re always 
looking for three points, but VIU 
is a good team, and a draw against 
them coming into the season is a 
fine result.” 
As thrilling as that game 
was, it was only the first of two 
that the team had to play that 
weekend. Next up on the list was 
the Quest Kermodes. The visiting 
team from the Valley has always 
been a challenge, only made more 
difficult by the intense week the 
team had already. 
Nonetheless, come kickoff, 
the Royals were ready to play. 
It was a match of skill against 
freshness and speed. The 
Kermodes came into Sunday’s 
bout after having Saturday off, 
and they were just a bit quicker 
than the Royals. But the Royals 
showed everyone just why they 
were national competitors. Skillful 
play ensured the ball stayed out 
of their end, and although they 
didn’t get many scoring chances, 
they denied chances on their 
end, and the match headed into 
half-time on a draw. Coming out 
of half-time, it didn’t look like 
much had changed. Play was so 
equal that any mistake would 
probably result in a game-winning 
goal. For the skillful Royals, it 
didn’t take too long into the half 
before they were able to force a 
game-changing mistake. An ugly 
turnover by the Kermodes as a 
result of constant Royals pressure 
gave co-captain Michelle Wessa 
a chance from the 25-metre line. 
She lifted the Royals with her 
shot, which went up and over the 
goalkeeper, and into the net. 
The goal lit a fire under 
the Kermodes. The Royals were 
forced to play defence against 
the Kermodes’ angry offence, 
and Alexa Gazzola made several 
magnificent saves. Still, the 
Kermodes managed to get one 
shot past her, which was saved by 
midfielder Madison Hendry, who 
lifted the ball up and out of danger 
from the goal-line. 
The Kermodes kept pressing 
until the end, but still couldn’t get 
a ball past Gazzola and the Royals, 
who closed out the game 1–0, and 
ended the weekend 1–1–1, with 4 
points to their name. 
After the game, Coach Laxton 
shared just how pleased he was 
with his goal keepers this year: 
“We have a very strong goalkeeper 
core this year. Our goalkeeping 
pool is as deep as it’s ever been, 
so I was confident putting Alexa 
in yesterday, and I was confident 
with her starting today.” The 
rookie rewarded Laxton’s faith 
in her with a huge game and 
delivered the Royals their first win 
of the season.
Women’s soccer review: September 07–11
 Royals start the season on an even keel
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
Life & StyLe
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Because humans are habitual creatures, we tend to like 
routines. You may say you’re 
going to stop doing something, 
but actually altering a long-term 
routine is not so easy. This ugly 
truth was made apparent to me 
when I actually tried to get up 
at 6 a.m. for the first time in 3 
years. 
Without any particular 
reason to haul my ass out of bed, 
I shouldn’t have been surprised 
that it didn’t happen right away. 
I did, however, manage to rise 
at 7 a.m. when I had to make 
the UBC Orientation at 9  a.m. 
So, lesson one: when making 
goals, be sure to have a concrete 
motivation for accomplishing 
them. Otherwise, the initial 
discomfort will prove too much 
of a hassle to push through.
Consider social media. 
Visiting sites like YouTube and 
Facebook is such a habit for 
me that, upon the slightest 
distraction I actually find myself 
typing their names into the 
address bar without realizing it. 
When habits are sublimated to 
this degree, one must remove 
the potential to abuse them 
entirely.
In my case, I made a huge 
blacklist of websites I tend to 
waste time on and restricted my 
access to them. Parental settings 
and programs like Cold Turkey 
are helpful for this. With no 
option to access these obstacles, 
I now get as far as typing “yout” 
before realizing I can’t visit that 
site anymore. Then I get back to 
work.
That’s a definite mantra of 
monk mode—you will almost 
never succeed at something the 
first time you try it. There will 
be a period of discomfort and 
adjustment, and your old ways 
will seep in, no matter what you 
do. The only way to get through 
is to keep finding new strategies 
for change. Impose penalties 
for failure without excessive 
self-immolation, and be sure 
to reward yourself when you 
succeed.
Next week, we discuss 
rewards and meditation. Until 
then, fellow monks, tashi deley 
(I honor the greatness within 
you).
The monastery: 
breaking the habit
 Strategies for re-patterning your life
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Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
Have you ever wondered why they make students 
take English courses as part 
of their degree? If it’s your 
native tongue, then what’s 
the point, right? But have you 
ever actually thought about 
what the real reasons are?
To begin with, English is a 
complicated language. Where 
most languages may have 
irregularities, they usually 
have a main set of rules that 
can be followed. English is a 
combination of several other, 
older languages, so it just seems 
to be irregularities all over the 
place. That’s why they made you 
take English courses in high 
school, but why do we need to 
take them in post-secondary?
Let’s look at the course 
academic writing, also known 
as ENGL 1130. This is a useful 
course to learn how to properly 
write essays for the academic 
world. So, you can take this 
class and you will learn how to 
write well for your other classes, 
earning better marks on those 
essay assignments. But after you 
are finished school, you won’t 
need to write essays anymore, 
so this will be a skill you won’t 
need for real life, right? Wrong.
Academic writing does 
actually serve you in real 
life. When you are finished 
getting your degree, you will 
be looking for a career where 
you can put that degree to good 
use. Essays are a way that you 
can practice your ability to 
explain things. They allow you 
to better communicate your 
answers to questions. When 
faced with two nearly identical 
résumés, an employer will 
often choose the person who 
wrote a better cover letter.
So writing can be useful to 
you outside of post-secondary, 
but what use is analyzing 
literature? According to Brenna 
Gray, an English professor at 
Douglas College, the reason 
behind taking a literature 
class is because it will “...
teach you to read attentively, 
to pay attention to details, 
and to think critically about 
the texts in front of you.”
In a literature course you 
may be analyzing literature and 
thinking about how the story 
is told, but learning to think in 
this way will help you outside 
of the classroom as well. Being 
able to think critically and pay 
attention to details allows you 
to have a better understanding 
of the world around you.
So there really is a reason 
that you are required to take an 
English course for your degree. 
These English courses help you 
develop critical skills for the 
outside world. The point isn’t to 
teach you how to speak English 
or to learn proper grammar—
rather, it is to teach you skills 
to better express yourself, and 
to look at the world around you 
more closely. An English course 
may seem boring, or like a lot 
of work, but that work really 
does pay off in the long run, 
and will give you skills that you 
can use for the rest of your life.
Well you speak 
it, don’t you?
 Why English courses are mandatory
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
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Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s photo is by kman_robinson
This may come as a shock to you, but traffic laws in 
Vancouver seem to change 
at the drop of a hat. They’re 
constantly being adapted in 
an attempt to either keep up 
with changing technology, or 
just to make everything flow 
easier. This continual flux can 
make things very confusing for 
drivers. I mean, let’s be honest, 
after we drop that “N,” how 
many of us are really going to 
keep up with what’s going on 
in the streets—so to speak. 
In an effort to rid us 
of some of the confusion, I 
decided to look into some of 
the little known amendments 
to the traffic laws that have 
been made in recent years, 
mostly regarding the HOV 
lane. Yes, that highly sought 
after temptress; the fast track 
to wherever you need to go. 
But what do you need to gain 
access to it, without risking 
the flashing red and blues 
in your rear-view mirror?
HOV is an acronym for 
“high occupancy vehicle,” 
so naturally you need more 
than one person in your car to 
use it. The number of people 
required at this point in time 
in BC is two, one driver and 
one passenger—that’s the 
minimum. In some places it 
does differ, and in some states 
within the US the minimum 
is three people, so try to keep 
informed if you’ll be traveling. 
Some exceptions to this rule 
are motorcycles, and, of 
course, emergency vehicles. 
Recently, there has also 
been a change that allows 
certain low emission cars and 
trucks to also use the lane. 
This means that if you have a 
hybrid or electric car, you might 
qualify for a decal that will 
allow you access, regardless of 
how many people you may or 
may not be travelling with. If 
your car is battery-electric or a 
plug-in hybrid then it qualifies; 
unfortunately, any hybrid 
vehicle that doesn’t plug into 
an external power source does 
not. All of this was done as part 
of BC’s Clean Energy Vehicle 
Program, which is a government 
effort to offer more incentives 
for residents to go green. 
If you have any questions, 
or think your car might 
qualify but you weren’t sent 
a decal, you can contact 
the government office.
Street legal: HOV laws
Listed: Five unconventional 
things you should keep in 
your school bag at all times
 How and when you can use them
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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Here we are, entering the second week of back to 
school. By now you should 
have dealt with all the major 
issues students face during a 
new semester. You’ve got your 
books, you know where the 
cheapest food is, you only get 
lost looking for your classroom 
sometimes—but still, there are 
times you find yourself at a loss, 
be it when the air conditioning 
breaks down, or during those 
early morning lectures that 
turn into movie marathons. 
To help you out, here are five 
unconventional things you should 
always have in your school bag.
1. Baby wipes. You may look 
strange pulling out a pack 
of Huggies when there’s no 
infant in sight, but believe 
me, these handy-dandy little 
sheets are the best things 
you can lug around with 
you. Good for freshening 
up on particularly muggy 
days, cleaning food off your 
fingers, or wiping down those 
sticky desks and chairs—
nothing is more useful than 
a wet wipe. But why baby 
wipes? They’re cheaper than 
disinfectant wipes, come in 
re-sealable packaging, and 
are safe for all skin types.
2. Clear nail polish. This may 
come as a shocker, but you 
can fix almost anything 
with a little clear nail polish. 
Whether you’re a man or a 
woman, everyone needs a 
good sealant now and then. 
Stray threads? Runs in your 
tights? Need a knot to stay 
put and hold? All can be fixed 
with a dab of clear nail polish. 
Bonus: it’s incredibly cheap. 
Once dry, you can write on 
it, which makes it perfect if 
you have to mark something 
like metal or concrete.
3. Sugar packets. Nothing is 
worse than a wobbly desk 
and/or chair, but beyond 
flipping the thing upside 
down and attempting to 
even it out, there’s not much 
you can do. Enter the sugar 
packet—the world’s greatest 
leveler. Stuff a couple of them 
under the short leg and you 
can avoid the distraction 
of that annoying rock and 
click. The loose contents 
will fit into most spaces, 
and you can always have 
them on hand, as you can 
get them for free wherever 
hot beverages are sold. 
4. Five-Hour Energy Shot. This 
one might be a little self-
explanatory. Part of being 
a student is being prepared 
for the unexpected—the 
other part is being prepared 
for the so-expected-it-has-
almost–become-cliché. 
Having one of these in your 
bag at all times ensures that 
when your prof decides that 
7 a.m. is the perfect time to 
dim the lights and watch 
an educational film, you’re 
not caught snoring. Even 
for the most well-rested 
soul—which a student never 
is—a dark classroom and 
the dulcet tones of someone 
reciting the complete history 
of scientific study and 
exploration will put anyone 
to sleep. But you can’t sleep, 
ever, because everything 
is on the final exam. 
5. A Tsum-Tsum. Yes, boys and 
girls, those adorable little 
potato-looking things that the 
Disney Store sells might just 
save your life. Okay, maybe 
not—but they are incredibly 
handy to have around. This 
is mostly due to the fact 
they are unintentionally the 
best screen cleaner known 
to man. The suede on the 
bottom side of these odd 
plush toys will clean just 
about any surface, including 
your phone, computer, tablet 
or eReader—no cleaning 
fluid required. They’re 
cheap, adorable, and come 
in a variety of characters, so 
you can choose your own 
personal favourite. I suppose 
you could just wander 
around with a scrap of really 
soft suede in your pocket, 
but that’s way less fun.
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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As some of you may know, a new beauty trend has been 
sweeping Japan and Korea. 
Recently it has even begun 
to infiltrate our own, North 
American market. “Happy eyes,” 
as it is called, uses light and 
neutral shadow pigments to 
emphasize the under-eye bags. 
It employs the same general 
idea as contouring, but on a 
smaller, more focused scale. 
Basically, what you want to 
do is line your lower water-line 
in white or pearl, then apply a 
light, shimmery shadow along 
the lower lash line and below, 
stopping at the lower ridge of the 
eye socket. Once finished, take a 
brown shadow—a shade or two 
darker than your highlighting 
shade—and apply it softly in 
a line just beneath the lighter 
shade. Try to keep the brown 
shade contained, and don’t blend 
it out too much, as you want 
it to be fairly defined. When 
you’re done, that simply apply 
a white or clear mascara to your 
lower lashes, and voila! You 
just turned your eyes “happy.”
Rocking this look should 
give you larger looking eyes, 
which in turn will also make 
you appear more youthful and 
awake. If you have small eyes, 
or an oval or heart-shaped face, 
using this technique will help 
you balance out your features. For 
people with more angular faces, 
and/or already large eyes, doing 
this might appear a little over 
the top. You can, however, apply 
the same general idea by using 
a pale champagne shadow, or 
something with a subtle glitter, to 
make your eyes appear brighter.
Worried about how this 
might look with your darker 
skin tone? Don’t be. Recently, 
Buzzfeed released a video where 
various women of different 
ethnicities tried Korean beauty 
products. One of the products 
was a shadow pencil from Etude 
House made specifically for this 
purpose. Though the severity of 
the look varied from woman to 
woman, universally they all had 
larger looking eyes—and none 
claimed that the technique didn’t 
work because of their skin tone. 
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Happy eyes
 Asian beauty trend makes its way to North America
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
For many people, being caught in the purgatory 
between a friendship and a 
romantic relationship is its own 
unique brand of hell. Despite 
our feelings, we force ourselves 
to remain silent, fearing the 
rejection that could also mean 
the loss of the friendship itself, 
and therefore all access to the 
person that we care so deeply 
for. So we carry on, remaining 
in that odd, in-between space 
that no one really wants to 
be in, but everyone has felt. 
As someone who has been 
both the confessor and the 
confessed to, I can tell you 
that it’s important that you 
don’t get stuck in that mindset. 
Yes, it can be daunting, 
especially if you’re an introvert, 
or someone who doesn’t 
form close emotional bonds 
lightly—but remaining in that 
constant state of paranoia 
about whether or not they’ll 
find out, or whether or not 
they might fall away from your 
life because of your feelings, 
just makes everything worse. 
In my experience I have 
dated three people that were 
formerly close friends: One 
who I am currently dating—
and have been for almost 
three years—and two others 
that I, unfortunately, no 
longer speak to. Yes, the loss 
of the friendship is a very real 
consequence that you need to 
come to terms with before you 
take any steps towards turning 
your platonic relationship into 
a romantic one. The first step is 
to determine if you value that 
person more as a friend than a 
romantic interest. Determining 
this is easier said than done, 
because many people will lie 
to themselves, saying they’re 
content just being near the 
object of their affections—and 
don’t get it twisted, this is a lie. 
Think about when they start 
dating someone else; would 
you be able to act as a friend 
would, or would your jealousy 
get the better of you? If you 
believe it would, then it might 
be time to come clean about 
your feelings, because even 
if they reject you, and you’re 
forced to give up the friendship, 
at least you’re saving yourself 
some heartache down the road. 
The next thing you need 
to accept is the possibility that 
their attitude towards you, or 
the relationship itself, might 
change. When you first make 
that big leap towards exiting 
the in-between, emotions run 
high, and for some people 
they’ll feel unstable in the new 
relationship, and potentially 
lash out in strange ways. This 
can result in anything from 
them being overly-affectionate 
in an effort to reinforce your 
new romantic involvement, to 
them becoming overly-critical 
of your actions, especially 
towards others. This is a 
two-way street, though, and 
the sudden shift might also 
cause you to do this to them. 
The best way to avoid this 
is communication—ease 
their fears and your own by 
talking it out. Yes, it may be 
a new relationship, but when 
you decide to start dating 
a friend, you still have all 
the emotional baggage of 
that previous relationship. 
Whatever pent up emotions 
you or they have/had will still 
make themselves known. 
Lastly, my only real advice 
is to be honest to both yourself 
and them. It may sound cliché, 
but you need to see yourself 
as worthy. Putting a friend 
you have romantic feelings 
for on a pedestal and fearing 
their rejection or judgement is 
emotionally draining and hard 
on you mentally. Dragging that 
out by continuing to remain 
quiet about your feelings 
is nothing more than self-
inflicted torture. In the end, 
do I miss the friends I’ve lost? 
Yes. But would I sacrifice those 
friendships again for my own 
well-being? Absolutely. That 
may sound selfish, but in the 
end you need to prioritize 
your own happiness, because 
until you do find that special 
person, no one else will.
 Riding the line between platonic and romantic
The in-between
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Having a workplace with perfect coworkers, an 
intelligent boss, and a constant 
uplifting atmosphere is a rarity 
to come across. Perhaps you’ve 
worked a part-time job while 
going to school. For most, you will 
have to deal with the hell that is 
customer service. 
The work-school life balance 
that you must hold on your 
shoulders is insurmountably 
difficult to maintain. While 
professors pile on hefty amounts 
of reading, you have to deal with 
idiotic customers who complain 
about everything. This is a brief 
look into the average life of a 
college student. 
Up until three weeks ago, I 
was convinced that I wanted to 
stay at my current employer until 
the end of the school year. Now, 
I’ve already resigned and opened 
my time up to focus on studies 
and passions. How did I come to 
this decision? It took four simple 
steps.
Step #1: Take a moment and 
think to yourself why you got 
the job in the first place. Was it 
for an income? Was it to please 
someone else? Was it to prove 
your independence? No matter 
what your reason was, now is the 
time to reevaluate whether these 
reasons still apply to you today. 
For me, I got my job as a deli clerk 
at an organic grocery store back 
in May 2015 because I felt the 
urge to contribute to my college 
tuition—and a newspaper delivery 
job I had held for 2 years wasn’t 
going to cut it. Today, I’ve saved a 
decent amount of money and I’m 
more willing to let go of my job 
than before.
Step #2: Think about what 
you love about your job. During 
my training period, everything 
was new and exciting. I had so 
much to learn in so little time, 
but that made my day challenging 
and worthwhile. In the beginning, 
my manager gave me praise and 
made me feel welcome in a new 
environment. I had been given 
flexible hours to choose when 
I was available, and I enjoyed 
that freedom of choice. Lastly, 
my coworkers made every day 
worthwhile. They made me laugh 
and were always willing to lend 
a helping hand. But, as everyone 
knows: Good things must come to 
an end.
Step #3: Think about what 
you hate about your job. While I 
had been excited about the new 
work environment I had entered, 
I dismissed little details. First of 
all, the location was the worst. 
It took me over an hour to reach 
work, which meant I was losing six 
hours every week that I could have 
been spending more productively. 
In addition, I hadn’t considered 
the massive change that college 
would bring. I wasn’t able to get 
much sleep with early opening 
hours at 7 a.m., and closing shifts 
running until 11 p.m. (plus the 
commute). Lastly, my manager, 
who I once saw as a sweet person, 
showed her true colours and 
revealed her suspicious, micro-
managing, condescending side. 
In a recent interaction, she told 
me that if I couldn’t give her the 
hours she wanted of me (during 
school), I might as well leave the 
job. I stood in silence as the words 
echoed from her voice. “But we 
love you here!” she half-heartedly 
offered. That’s when I knew I had 
to make a decision.
 Step #4: Decide what is 
important to you. Whether it be 
money, a degree, or following your 
passion, do it. This life is short, 
and it’s a waste to spend all your 
time doing something that doesn’t 
fulfill you.
In Edmonton, speeding drivers are caught and subsequently 
ticketed through an extensive 
network of “photo radars” that 
measure speeds and capture 
licence plate numbers. Edmonton 
residents accuse the system of 
being nothing more than a cash 
grab, and they argue that the 
“corrupt politicians” who put the 
system in place are doing nothing 
but lining their pockets, while 
failing to make roads a safer place. 
On a regular basis, calls can 
be heard for these systems to be 
scrapped. Editorials discuss how 
they’re not effective. Comments 
on Edmonton news websites 
become the battlegrounds on 
which angry commuters argue 
that the systems making them 
unable to speed actually makes 
the road a more dangerous 
place—as if excessive speeding 
wasn’t the cause of 27 per 
cent of fatal accidents in their 
neighbouring province, BC. 
As an outsider to the 
province, I see the culture of 
Alberta as it relates to driving. 
What I observe is that despite 
what people say, Edmonton 
residents know that they can’t 
speed, so they simply don’t. 
The critics have one thing 
right, though. Photo radars, on 
their own, can’t make roads a safer 
place. Policing has to be involved, 
as well as human judgment. A 
computer program can’t yet detect 
unsafe left turns, reckless driving, 
or distracted driving. What photo 
radar systems can do—and what 
they are doing in Edmonton—is 
fund projects that effectively 
curb that kind of behaviour. 
Edmonton raked in $48.5 
million in revenue from the 
system in 2015. One hundred per 
cent of that went to traffic safety 
initiatives. As a result, Edmonton 
streets have become a safer place 
to drive and walk every year since 
the program’s inception in 2007, 
exactly opposite what critics say. 
Looking at the data, one can see 
that from 2007 until 2015, the total 
number of fatal and injurious 
collisions decreased by 27 per cent, 
even though the city increased 
in population by 16 per cent. 
So let’s put an emergency 
brake on any argument that 
says photo radar isn’t effective 
at making the roads a safer 
place. It is. It just does so 
via indirect methods. 
Somebody certainly needs 
to fund these programs though, 
and Councillor Andrew Knack 
points out that the best candidates 
are the drivers who contribute to 
making roads unsafe. Otherwise, 
you’d have to tax the transit-taking 
citizens, increase the premiums on 
car insurance, and appoint more 
money to roads than bike lanes 
and infrastructure development. 
The system is effective. It 
makes money, it makes the roads 
safer, and it’s replicable. Why 
isn’t the BC government applying 
it? They put it in place once in 
1996, yet it only lasted six years. 
Why? Because voters in BC 
felt the same way that citizens 
in Edmonton do. So the Liberal 
party made removing the NDP’s 
photo radar system one of their 
top campaign promises, and 
proceeded to do so when they 
won the election. After seeing 
the success of throwing away 
logic for voters, all the major 
political parties now refuse to 
even consider the idea, lest they 
alienate their voter base. This 
is a system that BC needs to 
return to, now more than ever. 
To start, the radar should 
be implemented in high-
traffic and high-crash areas. 
Technology is needed to free 
police up for more pertinent 
matters. It’s that, or continue 
suffering through highway 
deaths, ICBC insurance hikes, 
annually increasing TransLink 
prices, and a lack of funding for 
the province’s major goals.
 O How to know when to quit your job
 O Stop glorifying people who live in vans
 O Terrible and shameful political coverage
And more!
 Edmonton and the case for Canadian speeding policy
Photo radar works 
Jamal Al-Bayaa
Staff Writer
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 Weighing the pros with the cons
How to know when to quit your job
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
issue 2 // volume 43 opinions // no. 19
Social justice is a very important issue that almost 
everyone should care more 
about and devote more time to. 
 Helping the marginalized in our 
society and acknowledging the 
structures of privilege, patriarchy, 
and economic inequality that 
dominate our culture goes a long 
way towards making the world 
a better place. The conversation 
needs to be had, 
and addressing 
difficult topics 
is essential 
to actually 
changing 
anything.
With all 
that said, the 
ways social 
justice issues 
are depicted 
on Facebook 
are enough to make me never 
want to advocate—or care 
about—any issue ever again. 
Daily, I see enough provocative 
images, videos, and posts 
showing the absolute worst 
of humanity. Stories of sexual 
assault, miscarriages of justice, 
racist incidents, tragedies 
befalling refugees, and many 
other hot-button, controversial 
issues crowd our social media 
feeds. Facebook has admitted 
to deliberately changing the 
algorithm so that sensitive, 
inflammatory posts are more 
likely to be seen by users. Issues 
that are divisive and extreme on 
both sides of the spectrum now 
dominate 
our feeds, 
causing 
anger and 
tension.
The 
posts are 
almost 
always 
shocking, 
and can 
be fear-
mongering, 
depressing, or shaming. They are 
often graphic, brief, and biased 
in their nature. They exist to 
get us talking about important 
issues, but are presented in a way 
that may not give all the facts of 
a situation, be out of context, or 
even be deliberately misleading. 
Facebook is now a place to 
go if you didn’t feel depressed 
or angry enough about the 
many problems of the world 
today. The conversations need 
to be had, but there is such a 
thing as an oversaturation of 
serious topics. Doom-and-gloom 
seems to be a never-ending 
trend in 2016, and Facebook 
is a big part of the problem.
It’s not just that the 
information presented is 
upsetting and provocative. In 
many cases, it’s misinformation, 
or it’s skewed to fit a certain 
perception. The horrible things 
in the world have complicated 
causes, and they cannot be boiled 
down to a couple of paragraphs 
posted on social media. Sure, 
ISIS beheads children, and it’s 
actually one of the worst things in 
the world—but their reasons for 
flourishing and spreading these 
actions go far beyond any outrage 
your friend has with the situation. 
All of us can use a little 
more privilege-checking and 
awareness that Bad Things are 
happening in the wider world. 
We can also use proper education 
and reality checks for what can 
be controlled by us, and how we 
can actually help. We can’t solve 
all the problems of the world, 
and we shouldn’t be expected to 
feel burdened by them every time 
we log on. We can be advocates, 
and we can be informed 
citizens—but it doesn’t mean 
we have to turn our Facebook 
feeds into cesspools of misery.
Facebook needs to chill out on the guilt-
driven social justice videos
 Provocative posts and problematic pettiness 
Stephen Harper finally left his position as a back-bencher 
MP a few weeks ago, much 
to the delight of millions of 
Canadians. Election results last 
year made it clear that many 
Canadians have had enough of 
him and the Conservative Party, 
and most likely Canada will be 
better off without his influence. 
During election seasons—
and amid his time in office—
there was a huge tendency by 
opponents to demonize Harper. 
For many, he was by far the worst 
prime minister of all time, and 
a purely evil racist, oppressive 
dictator dedicated to turning 
Canada into a fascist regime. 
Simply mentioning his name 
is enough to rile up bleeding-
heart liberals in many parts of 
the country, who regard him as 
a complete embarrassment, and 
his administration a shameful 
part of the country’s history.
I’m not a Harper fan—I never 
voted for him or overly supported 
his policies. But by no means 
was he the worst person ever, or 
totally evil, even. He served as our 
country’s leader—representing 
us at world leader gatherings, and 
speaking on matters of national 
importance—for almost 10 years. 
Throughout most of this time, 
he was a competent, reasonable, 
effective, and respectable leader. 
One can absolutely criticize 
Harper and the rest of the 
Conservative government’s 
policies and platforms related 
to economic or social issues of 
the time. This is particularly 
true after the 2011 election, 
with the majority government 
that allowed Conservatives to 
delay progress and change in 
Canadian society for so many 
people. A lot of the Harper hate 
didn’t truly start until after this 
time—he was begrudgingly 
respected, if not admired, before 
all hell really broke loose.
It wasn’t an administration 
that I was proud of policy-wise, 
but I’m not ashamed to have 
Stephen Harper be my country’s 
leader for 10 years. Like any 
political leader, criticism of his 
policies and decisions deserves 
a proper (and long) discussion. 
But he was competent, and at 
times even effective in keeping 
Canada afloat for a decade, and 
he deserves the proper respect 
and praise we would give any 
other leader. He may not have 
been as handsome, progressive, 
or friendly as our new leader—
but he was no Adolf Hitler, either.
In many issues, Harper was 
actually moderate and effective 
in controlling the Conservative 
party—such as in hot-button 
social issues like abortion and 
gay marriage. He himself had 
personal objections to these 
issues, but controlled the party 
from attempting to change them, 
understanding the political 
ramifications. In many ways, 
Harper did what should be the 
job of all leaders: Formulating 
a plan in consistency with 
the party, yet understanding 
objections and negotiations 
from the opposing side. 
When you look at our 
neighbours to the south, and 
some of the crazy, incompetent 
people they choose for their 
politics, Stephen Harper appears 
that much better. He was a 
flawed, status-quo politician 
who was re-elected three times 
and led a G7 country for a 
turbulent decade. One must give 
credit where credit is due and 
acknowledge accomplishments 
of all major politicians—even if 
there is some personal, residual 
anger aimed towards them.
 A retroactive look at the former prime minister
Stephen Harper was not the worst person ever
Cazzy Lewchuk
Interim Opinions Editor
Cazzy Lewchuk 
Interim Opinions Editor
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in the world have 
complicated causes.
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I’ve been writing opinion pieces for years, and have written a lot 
more in the past couple months. 
Until now, I’ve not done a whole 
piece on the racist, fascist, 
frightening leader, Donald 
Trump. What can be said that 
hasn’t already been said? I’m as 
confused, shocked, and terrified 
as millions of others around the 
world of how such an out-of-
control megalomaniac has gotten 
so dangerously close to being the 
most powerful man in the world. 
It’s not just Trump that 
terrifies—this election features 
two of the least popular 
candidates for president running, 
ever. Hillary Clinton is widely 
hated on both sides—by Trump 
supporters, conservatives 
who hate Trump, and Bernie 
Sanders supporters alike. 
The mainstream media is 
almost entirely to blame for 
this ridiculous train-wreck of 
an election. Above all else, they 
have given very little coverage 
of the candidate’s backgrounds 
and policies. Bernie Sanders is 
an experienced politician with 
a progressive agenda going 
back decades. Hillary Clinton 
is even more qualified, and has 
worked in every level of national 
politics with former and current 
presidents. Donald Trump has 
never even been a politician, 
and has a long history of ripping 
people off, breaking the law, and 
sexual harassment/misconduct. 
Yet the history and 
platforms have been completely 
overshadowed by inflation 
of the candidate’s image. 
“Donald is a rich 
businessman who speaks his 
mind and people love it!” 
“Hillary Clinton was 
investigated by the FBI 
for deleting emails!” 
“Bernie Sanders is leading 
a campaign of people angry 
with systematic politics!”
All these statements are true, 
but they are not as important 
as the candidate’s track record, 
beliefs, or ability to lead the 
country. For such an important 
and powerful office, the media 
has dedicated very little attention 
away from the inflated surface 
profiles of those running.
Political campaigns are 
directed and influenced by 
the media portrayal. Bernie 
Sanders received considerably 
less attention on his influence 
or accomplishments than 
his opponents did. Hillary 
is repeatedly harassed and 
vilified by the media, leading to 
press conference refusals and 
a public perception of being 
indifferent and unfriendly. 
Trump took a different approach, 
and built his entire campaign 
on accusing the media of 
being biased against him. 
Due to the US media often 
dominating internationally, this 
nightmare election is prominent 
in general knowledge. However, 
irresponsible and dangerous 
media influence happens 
everywhere. Our own Canadian 
election last year was constantly 
overshadowed by the image of 
the candidates. Justin Trudeau 
is young, hot, and the son of a 
previous prime minister. Thomas 
Mulcair is the angry leader of 
the NDP. Stephen Harper is our 
current, boring prime minister, 
and is seeking a fourth term. 
Detailed coverage of these 
people’s plans for Canada’s 
future was an afterthought. 
A media that does not 
depict politics in an informative 
or honest sense isn’t just 
irresponsible, it can be incredibly 
dangerous. It leads to people 
like Donald Trump becoming 
presidential candidates. It leads 
to legitimatizing a voice and 
platform of nationalism, racism, 
and xenophobia. The more 
camera-time and attention we 
give to politicians and campaigns 
that pledge to ban Muslims, 
immigrants, and refugees from 
the country, the more this 
attitude takes root. It spreads 
misinformation, ignorance, 
and above all, intolerance. 
It’s no wonder so many 
young people feel frustrated, 
powerless, and disinterested 
when it comes to politics. We 
don’t understand how the 
process really works, and we don’t 
know why insane, incompetent 
candidates are allowed to run for 
office. The news media lies to 
us and won’t do its primary job 
of presenting a factual, neutral, 
and thorough understanding 
of the democratic process that 
affects our lives in so many ways.
Terrible and shameful 
political coverage
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It seems like almost every week, there’s a new story 
about someone, usually 
a millennial, responding 
to rising housing costs by 
choosing to set up house 
in a car, van, tent, shed, or 
some other sort of non-
traditional housing structure. 
Most of the time, these 
stories are positive, oooh-
ing and aaah-ing over the 
“creative” approach to fight 
against the rental market. 
Some challenges of living in 
the space are discussed, but it 
ends up just being applause at 
the person’s resourcefulness 
and unique living situation.
I cannot emphasize this 
enough: Such a situation 
should not be common, 
praised, or especially seriously 
suggested as a lifestyle that 
most people should try. 
Certainly, a few people—by 
choice—choose to live out of 
their vans or tents. Kudos to 
them for saving money on rent, 
and embracing a minimalist 
lifestyle. But the vast majority 
of people don’t want to live in 
something that is not in any 
way a house or housing unit. 
It’s ridiculous to glorify that 
sort of living as something 
that’s “resourceful,” instead 
of tragic and frustrating.
As we all know, the 
housing and rental market in 
Vancouver—like most major 
cities—is at a crazy all-time 
high, and finding a place to live 
that won’t break the bank is 
tough. Rarely do I see stories of 
the abysmal living conditions 
found in so many homes 
around the city, explanations 
on how the market got this way, 
or first-hand accounts on the 
difficulty of rental costs here. 
Articles covering 
“alternative” housing situations 
aren’t just silly—they’re 
embarrassing and frustrating 
to those who are having 
housing trouble. Essentially, 
they are encouraging 
homelessness as a positive 
solution to living insecurity. 
Living in a car should not be 
taken seriously as a lifestyle for 
anyone to take up. It’s almost 
suggesting that it’s our fault 
we can’t afford extreme rent 
prices—and that we should 
all just be more creative 
and live in a tent instead. 
People have been living 
in different structures than 
houses for a long time, but 
never before has it been seen 
as “cool,” or “minimalistic.” 
We should feel pity and 
anger about those who live 
alternatively because of an 
unforgiving market, not 
writing human interest 
stories on them. We should 
also cover the many in this 
city who live in single-room 
occupancy, unstable or illegal 
units, or other unreasonable 
living situations. These aren’t 
glorified by the media—so 
why is living in vehicles?
Cazzy Lewchuk
Interim Opinions Editor
 Why being homeless is not the answer
Stop glorifying people 
who live in vans 
ö Irresponsible media and a train-wreck election
Cazzy Lewchuk
Interim Opinions Editor
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The print newspaper has long been a dying industry, 
ever since the radio shoved it 
towards its slow descent into 
irrelevance. Now the modern era 
of technology has come to stomp 
it to the very depths of its demise. 
Papers that had long 
heralded the news to all who had 
the eyes and curiosity to pick 
up an issue have been closing 
their doors. Some have turned 
into fully web-based models, 
others have been swallowed up 
by kindred publications as a 
financial Hail-Mary. An unlucky 
many have died off completely, 
gone from front-doors and mail 
slots across the country. 
While this tragic reality is 
a severe blow to an educated 
democracy, none feel the daggers 
of dead words and inkless 
papers more than those whose 
job, duty, and honour it was to 
physically bring the news to the 
people. Paper route carriers have 
been hit—and hit hard—by the 
slow and utter decay of printed 
news, with many being laid off 
from jobs that had spanned 
generations. 
“My brother, he passed the 
job down to me,” said Charlie 
Ackleson, 13, who had delivered 
the New Westminster News 
Leader to his neighborhood, “and 
I had been planning on passing 
the job down to my little brother 
as well, but…” Ackleson had tears 
trickling down his cheeks, and 
his silence spoke louder than any 
words he could have mustered to 
describe what losing his job was 
like. 
Ackleson is merely a drop in 
the bucket, as many more paper 
deliverers like him have fallen 
victim of the same misfortune. 
“I just don’t know what I’m 
going to do,” said Timmy Buckley, 
a 12-year-old carrier who had 
been at his job for an entire 6 
months before getting the bad 
news. “I’ve got some savings, but I 
don’t know how long that’s going 
to last. I have hamsters that need 
to be fed, a bike that needs a new 
bell… I’m in deep here.” Buckley 
said that the financial support 
from his parents helps during 
these trying times, but that it’s 
only a life-raft keeping him afloat 
in a sea of uncertainty.
“I’ve been looking into where 
I’ll go from here,” Buckley said, 
taking a long bite from a Popeye’s 
candy stick. “I have some buddies 
down at the Herald that might 
be able to get me on, but rumour 
is they might be downsizing too, 
cutting some neighborhoods. It’s 
just tragic, you know? You think 
you’re doing something good, 
something of value for the people 
around here, and all you’re met 
with is layoff and disappearing 
routes. It’s criminal.” Buckley 
then took a long look to the west, 
as though there was something 
aching in his soul that he just 
couldn’t put words to, try though 
he might. 
“I just… I don’t like where 
this world is heading,” he said, 
just before riding off on his 
bicycle, as the streetlights were 
turning on and he had to be 
home. 
As fall sweeps through the country, many feathered 
citizens are driven south for the 
winter, and the air is filled once 
again with the malcontented 
bleating of the horrific hell-
beasts we have embraced as 
an iconic representative of 
our mild-mannered nation. 
As Canadians nurse wounds 
garnered by these creatures 
over the summer and bid 
them a hearty farewell, one 
question remains: why are 
Canadian Geese so angry?
The answer? It might 
actually be our fault. 
“Canadians are, by nature, 
non-confrontational,” scientist 
Fred Ucktheis explained to the 
Other Press during an exclusive 
interview. “We’re more likely 
to apologize for something 
someone does to us, than we 
are likely to try to call them 
out on it. However, what we 
fail to take into account is that 
all that excess energy has to go 
somewhere. Unfortunately, it 
seems geese have a sensitivity 
to negative emotions, and they 
reflect it in their behaviour.” 
As part of his studies, 
Dr. Ucktheis observed geese 
behaviour around common 
areas of hidden aggression—
crowded parking lots, for 
example, as well as restaurants 
with absurdly long waiting 
times. While the Canadians 
themselves seemed relatively 
calm, treating one another 
with respect and civility, the 
geese were easily agitated and 
aggressive, outright attacking 
anyone unlucky enough to fall 
within their line of sight. 
“If Canadians were more 
open with their emotions, 
less eager to push that anger 
aside, we might see an entirely 
different attitude in these 
geese,” Dr. Ucktheis concluded. 
“With conflicts being resolved 
more openly and honestly, 
less negative energy would 
be released into the wild 
for unsuspecting geese to 
absorb into their pathos.”
It should be noted that there 
are no studies as of yet to see if 
situations of outright aggression 
result in calmer geese, but Dr. 
Ucktheis has heard that in the 
days following the tumultuous 
Stanley Cup riot of 2011, 
there was a sharp statistical 
decline in hospitalizations 
for geese-related injuries.
 Findings provide an explanation for geese’s foul temper
Canadian Geese proven to absorb the 
repressed rage of the Canadian public
Chandler Walter
Assistant Editor
Newspaper industry in decline, leading 
to many cutbacks along paper routes
 Young paper deliverers being laid off
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Rebecca Peterson
Interim Humour Editor
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“You know, it’s not meant to be taken seriously,” 
said Dunham on Sunday, arm 
raised aloft in a Nazi salute. 
Lena Dunham, creator of 
HBO’s show Girls, has faced 
public controversy recently 
with her questionable actions 
and statements, most recently 
accusing Odell Beckham Jr. of 
refusing to speak to her at a 
gala based on her appearance. 
She seemed to feel that her 
choice of clothing—a tux—
was daring and confusing 
for men, and resulted in 
the athlete not objectifying 
her the way he should have. 
Eventually she explained her 
comments were a result of 
her sometimes inaccessible 
sense of humour, assuring 
everyone that the jokes were 
“feminist” and liberal in origin. 
Now, in another 
far-reaching attempt at 
controversial humour, Dunham 
has been seen attending Neo-
Nazi rallies and dressing in 
Gestapo garb, complete with 
red and black armband. 
“You know, it’s just irony,” 
Dunham said, passing out 
pamphlets titled Hitler Did 
Nothing Wrong to bystanders. 
“It’s not meant to be taken 
seriously. I’m just quirky, you 
know? Probably no one gets 
it because they’re threatened 
by me, sexually. Like look at 
these people avoiding me—
they’re probably wondering, 
like, ‘What is that person 
under that shapeless Nazi 
uniform? Is it a woman? Can 
I have sex with it?’ They’re 
not seeing the big picture. I’m 
the voice of a generation.”
Critics of Dunham have 
suggested that this stunt is 
nothing more than a desperate 
bid for attention, while her 
few remaining supporters 
have half-heartedly mumbled 
“Well, Girls is a pretty 
progressive show, so like… she 
can’t be that bad, right?”
“Honestly if people are 
offended by me, it’s probably 
because I’m so progressive and 
liberal and incredibly special,” 
Dunham said, goose-stepping 
along the sidewalk as the Other 
Press struggled to keep up with 
her. “I mean, I’m a girl who likes 
wearing tuxes. I wrote a book 
detailing how I molested my 
younger sister. I’m not like the 
other girls. I don’t know why 
anyone would ever criticize me. 
It’s just my sense of humour.”
It’s 5:53 p.m. It’s been 5:53 p.m. for the past hour. You 
start to wonder if will always be 
5:53 p.m. You long for home.
An announcement comes 
on over the loudspeakers in 
the train. It sounds like the 
announcer is saying, “Zzzt-hss, 
sssht-gvvb-brrm;” however, you 
intrinsically understand what 
he’s telling you—that there is 
a problem train stuck on the 
track somewhere down the line, 
and you must expect delays.
You always expect delays 
when you’re on the SkyTrain. 
The announcer is asking you to 
expect more delays than usual. 
You might grow old in this seat, 
die in this seat. You’re going 
to miss your grandchildren’s 
graduation because you’ll still 
be stuck on this train. You 
don’t even have children yet.
Your thoughts 
spiral into the abyss. 
The SkyTrain begins to 
move, and it takes all your 
willpower not to let the joy of 
the moment seize you entirely. 
You’ve been hurt before. The 
unknowable forces that govern 
the movements of the trains 
toy with their passengers, 
as cats toy with mice before 
devouring them whole. 
(You’ve never seen any 
of your cats eat mice. The 
thought entertains you for 
the next few moments, as 
the train inches forward, 
slows, and grinds to a halt.)
There is a feeling of helpless 
community, a people joined by 
suffering, as everyone in the 
car looks up at the sound of the 
announcer’s voice once more:
“Zzzt-hss, ssht-
brrm-shht-dvvvvt.”
They’ve removed the 
problem train, but your trials 
are not yet done. You must still 
expect delays. You don’t care—
the train is starting to move 
again, and this time, it seems 
to move with a destination in 
mind. As the train regains its 
sense of purpose, so do you.
You reach the next station, 
and the platform is crammed. 
The masses, washed and 
unwashed alike, flood into the 
train, and you find yourself giving 
your seat up to someone you 
believe to be a pregnant woman, 
who turns out to simply be a 
teenage boy wearing his backpack 
on his front. No matter. You’ve 
only one more station to go. 
The train pulls out of the 
station, gains speed, zips along 
the tracks with confidence. You 
can do this, you think. You might 
even make it to class on time.
The train makes an awful 
grinding sound. It slows. Stops. 
You are nowhere near a station. 
The intercom comes to life:
“Zzzt-hss, sssht-brrm-gvvb.”
You listen with a 
creeping sense of horror, an 
unnameable dread, as you 
come to understand. There is 
no problem train, not anymore. 
You have become the problem 
train. There is no God.
Expect delays.
Lena Dunham becomes a 
literal Nazi; attributes it to 
her ‘quirky sense of humour’
An excerpt from Columbia New-West’s 
stunning new novel, ‘Skytrain Gothic’
 No one was surprised, just disappointed
 A heart-pounding thriller set in the bowels of a stalled SkyTrain
Rebecca Peterson
Interim Humour Editor
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A recent study has shown that there is nothing innocent 
about pumpkin spice lattes.
“We conducted this study 
because there seemed to be a 
large amount of people violently 
denouncing pumpkin spice 
lattes as if it was some kind of 
controversial product,” Dr. Fred 
I. Stein explained to the Other 
Press last weekend. “Honestly, 
angry white guys would go on 
essay-length Facebook rants 
about fall-themed overpriced 
coffee. It was absurd. But we 
thought, ‘Where there’s smoke, 
there might be fire,’ so we 
opened an investigation.”
The study showed that while 
there is, as expected, a reasonable 
amount of coffee, whipped 
cream, and spices in your average 
PSL, there are also several 
ingredients whose percentages 
far surpass acceptable levels set 
down by the Canadian Board 
of Health. For example, 1.8 per 
cent of the drink is made up of 
the tears of orphans under the 
age of 7, exceeding government 
regulations by 0.7 per cent. There 
are also significant amounts of 
Monsanto corruption (0.9 per 
cent), crushed kitten dreams (1.2 
per cent), and a whopping 3.4 per 
cent of stress-sweat induced by 
a 24-year old’s quarter life crisis.
“These ingredients are 
common in many popular 
products these days, but not 
in these amounts,” Dr. Stein 
explained. “It’s completely 
unacceptable. Something has 
to be done about all this.”
Many past complainers 
who were eager to share their 
opinions regarding the ingredient 
revelations took to Facebook, 
penning several more editorial-
style articles explaining how 
PSLs were “literally ruining 
lives” and “the worst thing about 
fall—possibly the worst thing 
about living on Earth as a human 
being in the 21st century.”
However, those who enjoy 
the drink seemed relatively 
indifferent when told about the 
contents of their coffee cup. 
“It tastes good,” said one 
Starbucks customer, sipping at 
her pumpkin spice latte with a 
careless shrug. “I literally have 
no idea what people are getting 
worked up about. It’s just coffee.”
Pumpkin spice lattes scientifically proven to be 
made from orphan tears and crushed dreams
 Now pumpkin spice denouncers have a legitimate reason to complain about the popular drink
By David Manky, Senior Columnist
Im
ag
e 
vi
a 
th
in
k
st
o
ck
Rebecca Peterson
Interim Humour Editor
HIRING: STAFF WRITER
Do you love writing? Want to be more involved with the Douglas College con1n1unity? The Other Press is hiring a Staff Writer! 
The Staff Writer is responsible for writing two to three quality articles on a weekly basis. The successful applicant will be responsible for for working closely with current
section editors on producing relevant, collge-related content.
Must haves:
• Experience writing, with a history in student journalism a plus 
• Strong writing skills
• lnterest in student and community news and events
• Willingness to collaborate with other writers/editors
Pay: $200/month
lnterested? Send résumé and writing samples, questions or concerns to editor@theotherpress.ca by Friday, September 30.
THE OTHER PRESS IS HIRING
Write for the Other Press!
• Join us Monday at 6 pm for Collective Meetings
• Pitch an idea for news, arts, 
humour, opinions, sports, 
life & style, or feature!
• Meet new friends
• Pitch comics and editorials
• Opportunities for payment 
after contributing five articles
